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The Budget has not shifted opinion on the
government, but has reinforced
Burnham'’s strengths and weaknesses

The Budget avoided a ‘squeezed middle’
backlash, but many think benefit
claimants gain most

Britons back small, tangible fixes, but see
a gap between Burnham'’s radical rhetoric
and a cautious Budget

The Budget leaves unanswered questions
on welfare and defence

Most Britons share Kemi Badenoch'’s
concerns about resilience

There was no backlash this time: 27 per cent say it makes them less likely to trust Labour
on the economy, down from 43 per cent last year. Burnham is seen as trying, but 46 per
cent think he does what is popular rather than what is right.

Taxes on banks, gambling machines and vape shops are popular, as is the £100 energy
payment (70 per cent support). But 23 per cent think the Budget mainly benefits
claimants, and just 9 per cent the middle classes.

Half (50 per cent) prefer small, practical changes that help sooner. But 60 per cent say
the Budget tinkers round the edges, and just 17 per cent think it delivers the most radical
economic change since Thatcher.

Only 24 per cent think the government has a clear plan to cut the benefits bill. On
defence, 44 per cent say Healey’s commitments fall short of what the country needs.

Around two in three think Britain is not resilient to an economic shock, a cyber attack or a
long power cut. Six in ten say the same about a military attack.
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The Budget left many Britons underwhelmed

. In a word or two, how do you feel about this year's Budget?
Overall, the Budget has avoided the backlash of the Y Y 9

'202h4 and 2025kBudgets.h Howgver, ir\bin(;t:cal flgcus groups  pittd e No idea .U“sd*e"”hﬁ'n'f‘ed SHielmiul
in the past week, voters have described feeling D d Great
underwhelmed. wastotim I s p p o I n Fme Poor

“Neutral
. » O oens w3 Jndifferent
People described appreciating the small measures, " N ot s u reo timistic
being convinced that Burnham’s government is o O k P o Average

genuinely trying to improve things, but feeling unsure of lesappomtmgWomed PeSSImIN§tIC
its long-t lan, particularl If d defence. U i
its long-term plan, particularly on welfare and defence -I-' POSltlvem nsu re Bad

Not great I Ubb|Sh Hopeful
One participant said it felt like a ‘stop-gap’ Budget. D t k n ow

I don’t know what they’ve done about really, really key

things like the health system, defence, things like b‘
farming and whether we can support ourselves (...) So
those are really big things for me and | haven’t seen
anything yet headlining about those.

Louise, marketing manager, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough

| think it sounded to me like a stop gap, and hopefully
they’ll do something bigger next year, but it was a lot of
tinkering.

Graham, retired civil servant, Portsmouth
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Energy bill relief cut through more than anything else

. The Government’s Autumn Budget was heard this week.
The £100 energy payment is the measure that has What one thing or policy, if any,

cut through the most. Focus group participants from the budget have you heard the most about?
welcomed it as a ‘lovely gesture’, but doubted it would

. s Gas standing charges
make a real difference to their finances. 'ng r9

£100 council tax payment

Def H i
bb Apart from the hundred pounds to everybody’s household Cost of;;:;e E ne rQY| I Is Hil:;:::!:; card
(...) nothing else really jumped out at me, perfectly honest.

Steve, service manager, Portsmouth £1 OO e n e rgy paym e nt

Unsu

. ISAs o~ 1 4 Pensions
| think obviously it's better than nothing (...) So it's a good Minimum wage N Oth I ng Tax Notsure

Don't know
thing, yeah, but (...) it's not going to be that much of a £100 payment
dlfference Can't remember

b

Income tax

Maya, mental health professional, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough  Mereincemmer

bb The hundred pounds for energy payment, | think in
general it's a good step and | think people will enjoy that
sort of thing because we’ve got high prices on gas and
electricity this year and it’s going to go even higher.

Lucas, HGV driver, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough

b
Personally, | think it was just a token gesture (...) millions and
millions of households are going to receive this payment, but
when you look deeper into it, it’s less than a takeaway is
what you're actually going to be better off.

Paul, account manager, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough
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Apathy is the prevailing mood, especially among those
Wh O a re St ru gg I i n g Those struggling financially are the most likely to

think this Budget will hurt them and the economy

From what you've seen and read about the budget, do you think it will have a

The response to the Budget is broadly apathetic: the most common view is PRSSTESRS IR SO,
. . . . . ) ,Averyposﬂ}vempactOAsolmewhatposmve|mpact o
that 1t W|” make I|tt|e d|fference elther Way. Neither a positive or negatlviznvpear;tn:gDaciRtel?;lc;v;:tAsomewhat negative impact
. . . . . . You personally
Nearly two in five (37 per cent) say it will have neither a positive nor a s QN T
negative impact on them personally, while 32 per cent expect a negative cartoirs Y EC n
impact and 19 per cent a positive one. Views on the economy are similar. oo sasseil bk
P P P Y ] Ermcmn
The Budget has done little to reassure those struggling to afford essentials: s <o G ST
just 12 per cent expect a positive impact on them, while 43 per cent expect The average worker
a negative one. aico I BN o |
Comfortable (+9) H“ nn
b‘ Can afford essentliz)\(su :g{s ?7':;(' En ““n
How much shopping can you buy for a hundred pound? Not much oo N N
nowadays. And yeah, I'm grateful for something, but | didn’t really The economy
get excited about it. e A
. o . Comfortable (+2) n“ n“n
Sophig, clinic assistant, Portsmouth e v | . E=

More in Common « October 2026
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Britons see this Budget as less important to their lives
than in 2024 and 2025 For the first time since Labour came to power, more Britons say the

Budget won't have much impact on their lives than say it will
This Budget received less attention than last year's, and And would you say that this budgetis likely to have..

fewer Britons expect it to change their lives.

60

Two in five (41 per cent) expect a large or moderate impact
on their lives, down from 58 per cent in 2025, while almost

53 Not much or no

half (49 per cent) expect not much impact or none at all. ) s
The share paying a great deal of attention has fallen from Pyt
30 to 23 per cent * ageretonye
35

That makes a backlash less likely, but many remain e
unpersuaded that it will make a real difference to their
finances. ©

It doesn’t seem really much to do anything for me, from — ° """ Tiginded T mbmaee T s

what | can see. Didn’t touch me at all really.
a N Source: More in Common « October 2024 to October 2026

Graham, retired civil servant, Portsmouth
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Only 1in 5 Britons followed the budget closely

Engagement with the budget was relatively low. The
number saying they were paying a ‘great deal’ of attention
fell from 30 per cent in 2025 to 23 per cent in 2026.

57 per cent had at least seen Healey's budget speech, but
just one in five (20 per cent) said that they were following
it closely. A majority of those struggling with the cost of
living did not watch the Budget (61 per cent). 52 per cent
have also seen Kemi Badenoch’s Budget response.

Ed Davey’s Budget response got very little cut through.
Just 29 per cent saw his response, including 41 per cent
of 2024 Liberal Democrats.

More than half saw John Healey’s Budget speech, but only
one in five followed it closely

How closely have you been following each of these this week, if at all?

@ | have been following this closely ® | have seen this, but not followed closely ® | have not seen this

B -——
o -_
A QueStions .—_
S I-

More in Common « October 2026
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The Budget has not shifted views of the parties

Compared with last year’s Budget, Burnham and Healey have
come out, for now, unscathed. The Budget has not shifted the
dial, although Burnham's ratings are up.

Burnham'’s net approval has risen from +8 to +13. More Britons
now have a view of the Chancellor, and his net rating has
moved from -12 to -9.

Healey’'s performance is rated more highly than Reeves's last
year: 30 per cent say he performed well and 26 per cent
badly, compared with 23 and 44 per cent for Reeves in 2025.
Kemi Badenoch's response was also rated positively (32 to 25
per cent).

b

I do feel like they care to a certain extent, but | also feel like
they're in a really sticky position.

Hannah, events, Portsmouth

The budget has not damaged Burnham or Healey's

.
personal approval ratings
Net approval rating
For each of the following, please indicate whether you think they are doing a good job or a bad job?

And
# Burmham (+13)

John Heale
o y

-20

June July August September October November

More in Common « Proportion who think each leader is doing a "somewhat good"” or "very good" job, minus those who
think they are doing a "somewhat bad" or "very bad" job. All figures weighted to be nationally representative.
Last fieldwork: 28-29 October 2026

ore in
Common [Pt
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Badenoch is much more popular with those who

watched the Budget

Kemi Badenoch is viewed significantly more favourably by
those who watched the Budget, and especially by those
who watched her response.

35 per cent of the public have a positive view of Kemi
Badenoch. This rises to 46 per cent of those who
watched Healey's Budget speech, and 50 per cent of
those who watched her Budget response. By contrast, but
16 per cent of those who did not watch either speech
have a positive view of her.

It is not yet clear whether this will translate into a lasting
poll bounce, although her response to the Budget in late
November 2025 was followed by a substantial
improvement in her ratings.

Those who watched the Budget have a more favourable
view of Kemi Badenoch, especially those who saw her

response
In general, do you have a positive or negative view of the following individuals? Kemi
Badenoch

@ Very positive ® Quite positive @ Neither positive nor negative ® Don’t know ® Quite negative
@ Very negative

All (+5)

waedatrets o -_ |--

More in
Common

More in Common « October 2026. Watched = followed closely or seen but not followed closely.
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Britons think Burnham does what is popular, where
Reeves was seen to take tough decisions

Britons were more likely to say Reeves made
difficult decisions; they think Burnham does what

In 2025, Britons tended to think Rachel Reeves was
willing to take tough decisions. They now say the
opposite of Andy Burnham.

Nearly half (46 per cent) say he tends to do what is
popular, even if it is not right for the country, while a
third (34 per cent) say he makes difficult decisions, even
if they are politically unpopular.

Views of the Chancellor are evenly divided, at 30 per
cent each way.

b

He seems to be doing some things that are like
people pleasers to try and get little things (...)
for quick popularity.

Louise, marketing manager, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough

is popular

Thinking about Rachel Reeves, the Chancellor / Andy Burnham, the Prime

Andy Burnham, October 2026

Rachel Reeves, November 2025 _

More in
Common [P

Minister, which comes closest to your view?

Tends to make difficult decisions, even if they are
politically unpopular
Don’t know
o Tends to do what is popular, even if it is not right for
the country

More in Common - November 2025 and October 2026



Budget 2026

More in
Common

Negativity is far smaller than after the 2024 and 2025

Budgets

The Budget has done much less damage to trust in
Labour than either of their two previous Budgets.

Following the 2025 Budget, 42 per cent said it made them
less likely to trust Labour to stick to its promises; this
year only a quarter (25 per cent) say the same.

Last year, 43 per cent were less likely to trust Labour to
manage the economy, compared with 27 per cent now,
and on protecting public services the figure has fallen
from 36 to 22 per cent.

For most, the Budget has made no difference either way:
over 40 per cent say so on promises, the economy and
public services.

This Budget did far less damage to trust in Labour than the
2024 and 2025 Budgets

Has the Budget made you more or less likely to trust the Labour Party on...

® Made me more likely to trust the Labour Party @ Made no difference ® Don't know

Sticking to their promises

2024 Budget

2025 Budget H

2026 Budget

® Made me less likely to trust the Labour Party

Managing the economy Protecting public services

p

More in Common « October 2024, November 2025 and October 2026
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Labour leads on the cost of living, but the gap disappears

on tax and debt

Labour retains a narrow lead on the economy overall: 25 per
cent trust Labour most, against 21 per cent for the

Conservatives and 11 per cent for Reform UK, while three in ten

(80 per cent) don't know.

Labour is well ahead on the issue that is most salient to the

public: 27 per cent trust them to reduce the cost of living,

while the Conservatives trail on 16 per cent. Britons also trust
Labour more on reducing energy bills by 30 per cent to 12 per
cent, and on reducing the cost of living by 27 per cent to 16 per

cent. It also leads on public services and on welfare (29 to 15
per cent).

But this lead disappears on fiscal issues. On keeping taxes
low, 22 per cent choose the Conservatives and 21 per cent

Labour; on reducing the national debt, the figures are 20 and 19
per cent. On defence it is 21 per cent for Labour 20 per cent for

the Conservatives and 14 per cent for Reform.

Labour leads on the cost of living, public services and

reducing energy bills, but not on tax or debt
Which party do you trust more on the following?

®Labour @ Liberal Democrats ® Green Party ® Don't know @ Restore Britain ® Reform UK
@ Conservative

Handling the econom

A// //, ///
p—— l“ﬂﬂﬂ
Ensuring that public services work
well
TR
OO
-
- T
—
T

More in Common « October 2026
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The public views the Budget as incremental and
‘tinkering’ rather than structural or radical

Six in ten (60 per cent) say the Budget ‘tinkers with
small things around the edges’. 14 per cent say it deals
with big, structural issues.

Nearly half (46 per cent) say it is not radical enough to
deal with the challenges Britain faces. 10 per cent say it is
too radical and puts the public finances at risk, and 19 per
cent say it gets the balance right.

43 per cent consider the Budget too short-term. 12 per
cent consider it too long-term.

A majority (56 per cent) say major changes should have
been included in this Budget rather than announced at a

later date. 26 per cent say the government is right to wait.

Six in ten Britons say the Budget tinkers with small
things around the edges
Thinking about this Budget, which of the following comes closest to your view?
Radical enough?

Itis too radical and puts Britain’s public finances 10
atrisk

Itis not radical enough to deal with the 46
challenges Britain faces _
It gets the balance right _ 19

Don't know 25

Short-term or long-term?

It is too short-term _ 43
Itis too long-term 12
It gets the balance right _ 17
Don't know 28

Structural or tinkering?

It deals with big, structural issues - 14
It tinkers with small things around the edges _ 60

Don’t know 26

More in Common - October 2026
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Britons broadly see the Budget as fair, but those in the
middle still feel overlooked

In focus groups, it's clear that the Budget broadly

b

. . : If (banks) are making a huge profit, they're certainly
passed the faimess test: people t('en'd to support taxing benefiting their shareholders. It doesn’t affect the
banks and vape shops, and by providing broad - rather general public (..) They're paying out bonuses of
than highly targeted - support, the government may have ridiculous numbers.
avoided backlash from the ‘squeezed middle’. ob Steve, service manager, Portsmouth
However, with the tax on income from savings, and a | just think you pay into (welfare), it's meant to be there

as a safety net, and it's not a safety net. And for some,
it is a bloody lilo that they rely on all the time.

Kerry, restorative justice officer, Portsmouth

perceived inaction on welfare, there is a risk that this
middle group still feels overlooked in this Budget.

They're feeding off people’s addiction to these things,

| feel like it's always those people in the middle that and vaping stuff is bad for your health, so yeah, let
feel like we suffer the most because we don’t have the them put the money back into the national health.
benefits of having lots of dispensable income, but then

we don't get any of the helps that maybe people that
are in the welfare system get.
b‘ Hannah, events, Portsmouth

Graham, retired civil servant, Portsmouth
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Worries about the cost of living and the economy

remain very high

The Budget comes against a backdrop of high economic
anxiety. More than half (52 per cent) are very worried
about the cost of living, and just 9 per cent are not
worried.

Concern is high on almost every issue tested, led by the
state of the NHS, the national debt and deficit, poverty
and welfare spending.

Job security is the only area where more are unworried
than worried, but this flips among Gen Z: 56 per cent are
worried and 33 per cent are not.

b

We're all floundering. Everything is going up except for
salary increases.

Paul, account manager, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough

Nearly nine in ten Britons are worried about the cost of
living
How worried or unworried are you about the following aspects of the economy?

® Very worried ® Quite worried ® Don’'t know ® Not very worried ® Not worried at all

Sy

=

The UK’s national debt and deficit ““n“ﬂ

- T .

TP, —— — . ———

-

T T

Gilt yields (the interest rate on “““n
government debt) :

More in Common « October 2026
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Most tax measures are popular across parties

Many of the individual tax measures in the Budget are
public, including with Reform and Conservative 2024 voters

Below are some measures on tax announced at the budget. To what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose...
Net support, by 2024 vote

Many of the individual tax measures poll well, including
with Conservative and Reform voters.

Keeping the VAT cut on household electricity and the 5p
cut to fuel duty are popular across all parties, as are
raising the tax on gambling machines (+63) and removing
business rates relief from adult gaming centres and vape
shops (+39).

Doubling the bank surcharge is backed by 60 per cent
and opposed by just 11 per cent. 2024 Conservative (50
to 22) and Reform (45 to 23) voters are also more likely to
support it than oppose it.

Opinion is more polarised on regional fiscal devolution,

higher property income tax and an overnight visitor tax:
each is backed by 2024 Labour voters but opposed by
Conservative and Reform voters.

Party @ All @Labour @ Conservative @ Reform UK @ Liberal Democrat

Measure

Keeping the cut to VAT on household
electricity bills in place until July

Keeping the 5p cut to fuel duty in place until
July 2027

Raising the tax on gambling machines, such as
fruit machines and gaming terminals, from.

Keeping the tax-free limit on cash ISAs at
£20,000, rather than cutting it as previously.

Doubling the extra tax paid by banks on their
profits (the bank surcharge) for 15 months

Removing business rates relief from adult
gaming centres and vape shops

Raising the business rates threshold for small
retail, hospitality and leisure businesses

Charging VAT on goods sold by sellers on
online marketplaces

Giving regional mayors in England a share of
income tax revenue

Increasing the property income tax rates by
2%

Allowing mayors in England to introduce an
overnight tax on visitors

Increasing tax rates on savings interest by four
percentage points

MMMMMM

-40

-20

0 20 40 60
Net support (support minus oppose)

More in
Common

More in Common « October 2026. Savings interest tax asked in a separate poll (31 October - 1 November 2026).
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The tax on savings is a potential vulnerability

The one policy that attracted significant opposition was
the increase in taxes on saving interest, which is opposed
by the public, 48 per cent to 19 per cent.

This policy is particularly unpopular with the ‘squeezed
middle’, where 50 per cent oppose compared to 16 per
cent who are in favour.
‘Ygr average person who's got a few thousand in the bank and
only get a couple of percent in interest (...) So what savings are
they hitting? Are they hitting the average person or the people
with the big savings?

Steve, service manager, Portsmouth

b

It doesn’t really feel like income. It just feels like what
should be a tiny little bonus and | have to put it in on
there and it gets taxed. And to think that would be
going up, it does feel a little bit rubbish.

Hannah, events, Portsmouth

Britons oppose the increase in tax on savings interest by
48 to 19 per cent

At the 2025 Budget, the government announced the tax rates individuals pay on savings
interest would increase by two percentage points from April 2027. At this week’s Budget the
Chancellor announced rates will increase by a further two percentage points. Tax rates on
savings interest above individuals’ personal savings allowances will now go up by four
percentage points in April. To what extent do you support or oppose this?

@ Strongly support ® Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose ® Don’t know
® Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose

oo CYCE |
—
-

More in A
Common [Py

- IIEES

More in Common « October 2026
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Every spending measure in the Budget is popular

Every spending measure in the Budget has majority support,
led by help with energy bills

Below are some measures on spending and infrastructure announced at the Budget. Please
indicate if you support or oppose them, if either.

The Spending measureS are a|SO popular, attraCting Very |itt|e @ Strongly support ® Somewhat support ® Neither support nor oppose @ Don't know

o ©® Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose
opposition.
The most popular is scrapping standing charges on gas bills,
backed by 72 per cent and opposed by just 4 per cent. Even i e ——n HI
« e e . five households
the most divisive, the Al data centre covenant, is supported g
by 592 per cent to 15. et ﬁ;ogﬁé}i{@i{i%{c‘?ﬁ%gﬁ _—- IH
Criticism of the Budget does not focus on any one unpopular Camyngentenftssesmont e —n- !H
policy. Instead, there is a sense that the sum of its parts is
. . . . Letting self-employed fathers and
not bold enough to fix the problems facing Britain. S ot _—- HI

S kg __- II
and affordable housing
e seene __- H!
“ Changing Carer’s Allowance so that
M s M M carers who earn more lose some of
it feels like he's playing it safe and he sort of has to. ——— - -
e s
covenant, requiring Al companies to
meet environmental standards and
contribute to the energy costs

itk m More in Common - October 2026
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The Budget is seen far more positively than in 2024

The Budget was received much more positively than in
2024, although pessimism remains over whether it will
benefit Britons personally, and whether the economy as
a whole will improve.

In 2024, the public thought the Budget would hurt small
businesses by 56 to 15 per cent. That has now flipped to 31
per cent positive and 24 per cent negative.

People on benefits are the group the public is most likely to
expect to gain (net +20). Expectations for working people
are less positive: for the average worker, 25 per cent
expect a positive impact and 29 per cent a negative one,
and Britons are more likely to expect a negative impact on
themselves (32 per cent) than a positive one (19 per cent).

This Budget is seen more positively than the 2024 Budget,
especially for small businesses and pensioners

From what you've seen and read about the Budget, do you think it will have a positive or
negative impact on... (net positive minus negative)

2024 Budget @ 2026 Budget

« Negative impact Positive impact —

People on benefits

Small businesses 9 »

The ultra-rich 3
Families R |

Big businesses

Pensioners

The average worker

Farmers

3
-9
9

3

The economy

59() P‘Q 5,)0 f\/() :\0 Q S}

You personally

2
%

Net (Positive Impact- Negative Impact)

More in Common « October 2024 - October 2026
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Benefit claimants are seen as the Budget’s main

winners, working people less so

Benefit claimants are the group most often named as the
Budget’'s main beneficiaries (23 per cent), followed by the
upper classes (19 per cent) and big business (17 per cent).

Reform (49 per cent) and Conservative (42 per cent) 2024
voters name claimants, while Labour voters name the working
class (31 per cent). Those struggling name the upper classes
(29 per cent) and big business (22 per cent); just 10 per cent
say the working class.

&

There’s people out there taking advantage of the system,
which I find really hard.

Maureen, retired, Portsmouth

The comfortable think the Budget mainly benefits
claimants; those struggling think it benefits the upper

classes
Who do you think the Budget mainly benefits? Select up to two.

All Comfortable
Bensfitcaimants 2% T s
The upper classes 19%
Big businesses %
Small businesses
The middle classes
Public sector workers
Workers in the private sector
None of these
Don'tknow 20% 17%
Can afford essentials but not luxuries Struggling

Benefit claimants

=
N
]
3
B

The upper classes
Big businesses

The working class

R

Small businesses

3

HIHHI
@
X
xR

The middle classes 7

3

Public sector workers.
Pensioners

Workers in the private sector 374

=
=}
xR

o
e B R
\ol"m
X

s
N

@ b

R

None of these

Don’t know

[
B3

88 o, m More in Common - October 2026
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The public are divided on how to bring the benefits bill

down

There is a sharp partisan division about whether any
reductions should be slower to prioritise fairness, or
quicker to prioritise fiscal sustainability. 60 per cent of
Labour’s 2024 voters, and 65 per cent of their current
voters, want the government to make slower changes to
prioritise fairness. By contrast, 62 per cent of Conservative
2024 voters and 58 per cent of Reform voters want the
government to prioritise faster cuts for fiscal sustainability.

There is a gap between the ‘'squeezed middle’ and those
who say they are struggling with the cost of living. The
‘squeezed middle’ backs the fairer and slower approach (44
to 39), but those struggling back a slower approach by a
much larger margin, 51 to 23.

The public are divided on how quickly the benefits bill

should be reduced
This week the Chancellor said that the benefits bill would not start to fall during this Parliament
and would only start to go down after 2030. Which of the following comes closest to your
view?
By 2024 vote

@ [t is better to reduce the benefits bill more slowly to ensure changes are fair ® Don’t know
@ [t is better to reduce the benefits bill more quickly to ensure it is sustainable

. I

Labour

Conservative

Reform UK

Liberal Democrat

Didn't vote

More in
Common

More in Common « October 2026
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Britons like small, tangible fixes, but many see the
Budget as a stop gap and want a long-term plan

. . . . (Y'Y

:I'he British public appreciate sm.all, incremental What | quite like about Andy Burnham is he just takes
improvements that can be seen in the short-term. things just chipping away at the ice block, just a little
However, the Budget left many wanting reassurance thing, a little thing, a little thing (...) | think it’s leading to
that there is a long-term, structural plan. the sum total.
“ Nicola, housewife, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough

In f h that th Il ch
nrocus grOUpSf some ope.d arthe sma. changes I do feel like the small step approach does feel, at least
would build up into something transformational over it feels like there is some movement. | agree it’s not
time - like chipping away at an ice block. But others enough, but | also am aware that they took on a very
felt like this was a ‘stop gap’ Budget that did not live up bad situation.
to the radical promises Burnham has made. bb Hannah, events, Portsmouth
He’s been talking about social care and | don’t really
bbb feel like that got much of a mention. And yeah, he's
| think it sounded to me like a stop gap, and hopefully been talking about nation.alis.ation and that didn’t feel
they’ll do something bigger next year, but it was a lot of like it got much of a mention.
tinkering. Tom, arts officer, Portsmouth

Graham, retired civil servant, Portsmouth
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Those struggling back the ‘breathing space’ approach

Britons have an appetite for practical, visible change:
half (50 per cent) want the government to prioritise
small, practical changes that help sooner, against 36
per cent who prefer big structural change.

The divide is economic rather than partisan. 2024
Labour and Conservative voters both lean towards small
changes, but those struggling (55 to 27) and earning under
£20,000 (53 to 31) back them most strongly, while those
on £70,000 or more prefer structural change (56 to 38).

b

I think the small stuff feels tangible, but it doesn’t
feel like there’s big changes afoot.

Tom, arts officer, Portsmouth

Those struggling with the cost of living want a focus on
'breathing space’, rather than big changes over a longer
period

Which of the following comes closest to your view? The government should prioritise...

@ Small, practical changes that make a noticeable difference to people’s everyday lives sooner
Don’t know
Big, structural changes to how the economy and public services work, even if they take longer to

. make a difference

p—

All

Comfortable

Can afford essentials but not luxuries

Struggling

More in
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Britons also want to see along-term plan

Britons want visible, near-term improvements, but they
A third of Britons say the Government is too focused on

also want to see along-term plan to deliver change. .
small fixes
Which of the following comes closest to your view? The current government is...
A thlrd (34 per Cent) th|nk the government iS too focused ® Too focused on small, everyday fixes, and not enough on big, structural changes
® Getting the balance right ® Don’t know

Too focused on big, structural changes, and not enough on small, everyday fixes

on small, everyday fixes and not enough on big, structural

h .F th ter think th ite (23 ' v o
change. Fewer than a quarter thin € opposite per g %/// -k

cent) or that it has the balance right (23 per cent). , —

They said about it being breathing space. So for me, that

looks like a gap or a short-term solution until other i otfeould ot vore _

things can change.

Sophie, clinic assistant, Portsmouth 83 e

2024 vote

More in Common « October 2026
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Nearly half think the Budget is not radical enough, and
most say it tinkers round the edges

The public views the Budget as incremental rather than
radical. Nearly half (46 per cent) say it is not radical
enough to deal with the challenges Britain faces; 19 per
cent say it gets the balance right and 10 per cent that it is
too radical.

2024 Labour voters lean the same way (44 to 38), though
current Labour voters narrowly think it gets the balance
right (45 to 34).

Six in ten (60 per cent) say the Budget tinkers with small
things around the edges, against 14 per cent who say it
deals with big, structural issues. A majority (56 per cent)
say major changes should have been included in this
Budget rather than announced later (26 per cent).

46 per cent, including voters drawn from all parties, think
the Budget was not radical enough

Thinking about this Budget, which of the following comes closest to your view?

@t is not radical enough to deal with the challenges Britain faces @It gets the balance right
® Don't know @1t is too radical and puts Britain’s public finances at risk

- I R

- I Tk
- I N
- ) 7
-

More in
Common
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Many think the Budget is too short-term, including parts

of Labour’s coalition

Far more see the Budget as too short-term (43 per cent)
than too long-term (12 per cent); 17 per cent think it gets the
balance right.

This is a risk to the ‘Burnham bounce’. Two in five Progressive
Activists (40 per cent), who have returned to Labour under
Burnham, think it is too short-term, as do nearly half of
Rooted Patriots (49 per cent), a group strong in the ‘Red
Wall'. These groups want different things from the economy,
but share a desire for a clearer long-term direction. Only
Established Liberals are more likely to say the budget got it
right or was too long term than too short term.

The small changes are for the short term, not the longer
term. An example, the hundred pounds to us will literally go
in the blink of an eye.

Kerry, restorative justice officer, Portsmouth

Both progressives and conservatives think that the Budget
was too focused on the short term

Thinking about this Budget, which of the following comes closest to your view?

@ tis too short-term @It gets the balance right ® Don’t know @ It is too long-term

.
Progressive Activists “
Sceptical Scrollers nn
Traditional Conservatives n

More in
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The Budget is seen to fall short of Burnham'’s promises

onh every issue

Burnham has promised to radically transform the
economy, but for many people the Budget didn’t live up to
those pledges.

On energy bills, the most salient issue, the public is split:
38 per cent say the Budget lives up to his promise and 40
per cent say it does not. Those struggling with the cost of
living are the most likely to say it falls short (44 to 25 per
cent), despite the support.

Burnham is seriously underwater on other flagship
pledges. Just 27 per cent say the Budget lives up to his
promise to bring down the cost of living (51 per cent do
not), and only 17 per cent that it delivers the most radical
economic change since Margaret Thatcher.

On every issue, more Britons say the Budget falls short of

Burnham's promises than say it lives up to them
On each of the following issues, would you say that the Budget lives up to the promises Andy
Burnham has made?

® Lives up to Burnham’s promises ® Don’t know @ Does not live up to Burnham’s promises

Bringing down energy costs

Sticking to the government'’s rules on
borrowing and keeping the public
finances under control

w
N

Greater public control of services like
energy and water

Bringing down the cost of living

Delivering a national care service

Improving Britain's defence and
security

Reducing youth unemployment

Delivering good growth in every
postcode

Reducing Britain’s welfare bill

Delivering the most radical economic
change since Margaret Thatcher

N

H-.
N
N

Ending 40 years of neoliberalism
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Britons are waiting to see a long-term plan, particularly
on welfare and defence b

You just hope that they do flesh it out (...) you do worry

While the measures in the Budget were broadly popular, many in that you think, are they just going to try and not do
focus groups feel that some important things were missing. anything when something does clearly need to be
done?

In particular, many feel unsure about how the government plans to bring
down the welfare bill. While most think there should be a safety net for
those who need it, most feel spending has grown out of control, and find “

Hannah, events, Portsmouth

it hard to understand why no government had been able to deal with it. I'm an ex-serviceman, and there’s no mention of it (...)
_ _ So it is a concern that there doesn’t seem to be a plan
The Budget had failed to reassure them. Many felt that Labour simply to protect ourselves

didn’t have a plan to bring spending down, and that Andy Burnham's
desire to ‘appease people’ might stand in the way of making the tough
decisions needed. “

Steve, service manager, Portsmouth

It feels to me like they're treading water just to get by

I think (welfare) has spiralled in recent years. Something has to be  and tick the boxes that another budget's been done. |
done because we just can’t go on the way. You'd love to help don't see the bigger picture yet.
everybody, but unfortunately we have to try and reign it in.
Otherwise, if the country goes broke, then we'll all be in the thing.

Graham, retired, Portsmouth

Sophie, clinic assistant, Portsmouth
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The government is not yet seen to have a clear plan on

key issues

The Budget left the public with many unanswered
questions. Fewer than four in ten think the government
has a clear plan on any of the eight priorities tested.

It is seen as clearest on building more homes (38 per cent)

and bringing down energy bills (35 per cent). Only a quarter

think it has a clear plan on fixing the NHS (25 per cent) or

reducing the benefits bill (24 per cent), and just 22 per cent

on immigration.

Labour’s 2024 voters are more likely than not to see a clear

plan on homes, defence, energy bills and growth. But they
are split on the cost of living (52 to 44) and the NHS (50 to
44). Even among 2024 Labour voters, more believe
Labour has unclear plans on the benefits bill (48 to 44)
and immigration (48 to 45).

Few Britons think the Government has a plan to cut welfare
spending or reach the defence spending target

To what extent do you think the government has a clear plan on each of the following?

® A very clear plan ® Afairly clear plan ® Don'tknow @ Not a very clear plan @ Not at all clear

Building more homes n“m““

Bringing down energy bills “n_“

Increasing defence spending to 3.5% “n“
of GDP

Tackling the cost of living “n““

Fixing the NHS E“n““

Reducing the cost of the benefits bill nnn““

Reducing immigration H“m_

More in Common « October 2026
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The public is split on whether the Budget does enough

for defence

A third (35 per cent) think the government has provided too
little funding for defence, 29 per cent think the amount is
about right and 18 per cent too much.

Views are sharply polarised by party. Around six in ten 2024
Conservative (59 per cent) and Reform (60 per cent) voters
say too little, while Labour’'s 2024 (39 per cent) and current
(44 per cent) voters are most likely to say it is about right.
Progressive Activists are the only segment more likely to say
too much (27 per cent) than too little (20 per cent).

Reconciling defence with the cost of living may prove
difficult: 32 per cent of the squeezed middle say too little is
being spent, compared with 41 per cent of the financially
comfortable.

The public are split about whether the Budget provided
too little funding to the miltiary

Do you think the government'’s plans provide too little, too much, or about the right amount of
funding for defence?
By 2024 Vote
@ Far too little funding for defence ® A bit too little funding for defence

® About the right amount of funding for defence @ Don’t know
® A bit too much funding for defence @ Far too much funding for defence

n““ m
— - e
e I W NS
- L e
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Full wording: In the Budget, John Healey announced “£10bn of additional economic and military support”
for Ukraine. He also committed to the government's target to spend 3% of GDP on defence by 2030 and
3.5% by 2035, but said the details of how this will be met will be set out at next year's Spending Review.
Supporters say the Budget continues the biggest increase in defence spending since the Cold War, while
opponents say the government should have committed to increasing spending faster now rather than
waiting until next year. Do you think the government'’s plans provide too little, too much, or about the right
amount of funding for defence?




Budget 2026

More in
Common

More think Healey has fallen short on defence than met

his promise

Only a third of Britons think there is a clear plan to reach
the 3.5 per cent defence target, and more think Healey
has fallen short than met his promise.

A plurality (44 per cent) say his commitments fall short of
‘what is required for defence and this country at this
dangerous time' - the language used by the Chancellor
himself when he resigned as Defence Secretary earlier
this year - compared with 29 per cent who say they meet
it.

2024 Labour voters narrowly think he has fallen short (43
to 40), while current Labour voters think he has met the
challenge (45 to 38).

The public are not sure Healey's approach to defence lives
up to his promise to make the country safe 'at this
dangerous time'

And thinking about the spending commitments made by the Chancellor on defence, which of
the following comes closer to your view?

@ [t falls short of what is required for defence and the country at this dangerous time ® Don't know
@ [t meets what is required for defence and the country at this dangerous time

.

Labour

Conservative

2024 Vote

Reform UK

Liberal Democrat

Didn't vote
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Britons feel insecure in an increasingly dangerous world

Badenoch’s argument that Britain lacks resilience strikes a bb

. . . This morning my husband said, ‘Oh, did you hear an
chord with many Britons. In a focus group in Portsmouth last

alarm in the night?’ I'm like, ‘No.” So apparently | think
week, it had a particularly local flavour. Some participants they sent out a nuclear alarm testing at Portsmouth
spoke about the decline of the Navy, and said the the naval base and then the news earlier in the week about
you should have enough water in your home for three

country felt particularly exposed at a time when we can no days and | was just like, oh God (..) It just makes you

longer rely on allies like the US. think they know more than what they're letting onto us.
Are they secretly preparing for something that we have
Being advised to stock up on emergency supplies has no knowledge of? (...) I've got two children and | got sad
deepened these concerns for many Britons. quite a few years ago because | was like, | don't like the
bb world that they are being brought up in (..) the world is
Even people that work in the dockyard now are saying very scary. | work in Southampton and kids just carry
they’ve been told prepare for war in two years time. knives all the time and it doesn’t shock me anymore,
What does that look like? No idea. which scares me as well.
Steve, service manager, Portsmouth “ Kerry, restorative justice officer, Portsmouth
b | think it’s a bit of scaremongering, but there are It feels like the strong position we used to be in with
obvious massive concerns there. There’s so much lots of allies to support each other is weaker than it
volatility in the world at the moment. used to be.

Becky, sourcing manager, Rawmarsh and Conisbrough Tom, arts officer, Portsmouth
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Most think Britain is not resilient to major shocks

The public align with Kemi Badenoch’s concerns about
Britain's resilience. Around six in ten or more say Britain
would not be resilient to each of the six shocks tested.

Only one in five Britons (21 per cent) believe we would be
resilient to a large-scale cyber attack, 24 per cent to a
widespread power cut, 29 per cent to extreme weather.

Fewer than a quarter believe we would be resilient to an
economic shock in the UK (24 per cent) or a global
economic shock (21 per cent).

b

I'm not worried about Russia invading, but it's more the
little things. They’ll send out drones and they’re doing
computer attacks.

Graham, retired civil servant, Portsmouth

Most say Britain does not feel resilient to major
shocks

How resilient do you think Britain would be in the face of each of the following?

® Very resilient @ Fairly resilient ® Dont know @ Not very resilient
® Not at all resilient

A large-scale cyber attack on the
NHS, banks or government

: gIObal eenomie shack Hn“—

8 |°ng! Widespread poveredt H“n““

An economic ShOCk in the UK nnn““
Extreme weather events, like
flooding or droughts
A military attack on Britain from
another country

More in
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Thank you

uk@moreincommon.com

https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/opinion-brief/
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