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This approach helps explain why political
loyalties have fractured and offers a more
nuanced understanding of what drives attitudes
on issues like immigration, climate, and the
economy—enabling more effective engagement
with the public across a fragmented political and
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Incrementalist Established
Left Liberals

Progressive
Activists

Rooted
Patriots

Sceptical
Scrollers

Traditional Dissenting
Conservatives Disruptors

..an outspoken
group that is
politically engaged
and globally
minded,
championing social
justice but feeling
alienated from
mainstream
politics

..a group that leans
left and trusts
institutions, often
stepping back from
the news and
avoiding politically
fraught debates

.. @ prosperous
group that is
confident in
institutions, values
expertise, and
believes the
system broadly
works

..a disengaged
group that has lost
trust in
mainstream
institutions and
increasingly looks
online for sources
of truth

..a patriotic group
that feels
overlooked by
elites and wants
leaders with
common sense to
protect local
identity

.. a nostalgic group
that respects
tradition, authority
and personal
responsibility, while
remaining sceptical
of rapid change

.. a frustrated
group that craves
radical change and
backs strong
leaders who
promise to shake
up a broken
system
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Historical voting habits of the seven segments
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Progressive Incrementalist Established Sceptical
Activists Left Liberals Scrollers Rooted Patriots Conservatives  Disruptors
85
57. i 4 57
\49 A \ e
48
46 46 46 .
\ /4 \ 2 40 42 Mo-43 /
38-37
35 36 35/ 22 \ 36
22 26 o 5 237
~20 ! 20 20 20
16—16—17 14/16-..15/17 w 1745 16\13 s 1 18 g i 14
8 N & 7 /o0 9l g gf0 19\7.<' 7—8 3><162
1>§74\§ 1/4 ;i_—/—3 5 4 4 3’5 4—3 ?_1 4 2
q,o\q W&u @%b W@,b %0.9 N q,&b (19%\3 @'9 q,&u q&b (L&b %0,9 W&v q9,»b r»&b %0,9 W&u @%b W&b (9,9 @"fb‘ (L&b %&b %0.9 q,&b( W&b (L&b
S S S S KO S S



E.ON | Resolution Foundation More in
Common

Cost of living has been the defining issue for multiple
governments
Britons' big issues over time

AlmOSt seven in ten Britons name the cost In your opinion, which are the most IMPORTANT issues facing the country today? Please select up to three
of living as the biggest issue facing Britain &
today. This has been consistent since the

Cost of living
°

pandemic.
60
To many Britons, what was the ‘daily M
struggle’ has become years on end of \/\’\J\//\-/"\

40 a =
bexhaustion. MNJW .
- rSqt}x_f)sp'.':rtlng the

| think people are more worried about money in

the pockets at the minute. And so (climate

change) has taken a bit of a back seat

unfortunately (...) there won't be a world for us

to have if we don't tackle it (..) But | do think

people have been so distracted by the current o
situation of the cost of living.

Crime

Climate change
18 and the
environment

Affordable
Housing
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More in

Common Latest fieldwork: 21-23 August 2026

Claire, social worker, Huddersfield
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Inflation as the Government killer
The cost-of-living crisis, throughout Keir Starmer’s The Government's ratings improved on every
premiership, was the issue of most salience for the issue between February and August
pUb“C. At the same time., it was one of the issues on Net performance rating against issue salience. Arrows run from February 2026 to

August 2026.
which Labour was seen as performing worst. 0

@ The war in Ukraine

@ Education and childcare

While Burnham'’s approval ratings are higher than Keir

o0 ] @ Conflict in the Middle East

Starmer’s and the party is enjoying a bounce in the

. Climate change an@-the environment

polls, overall the public do not trust any party to tackle

@ Mental health
More salient »

Net approval of Labour's performance

the cost of living crisis and think that not enough is QB o vrrbanabodoms
. . Jobs and unemployment
being done to support them. 40 T
@ Levels of immigration
. Asylum seekers crossing the channel Cost of living .
) . o
It feels like a lot of the time it doesn't matter about people
that perhaps are you lower income, you're perhaps from more 0o 5 1 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70
deprived areas, that kind of thlng And instead of the help side Proportion of Britons who select this as a top issue facing the country

being there, it just sort of gets pushed aside”. S—
Ellie, Dog photographer, Sheffield Cormition

More in Common « February and August 2026
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Labour perform best with those on the highest income

Labour currently out perform with those on the highest salaries, but
Labour are now strongest among those on

underperform with those on lower salaries. the highest incomes
Vote share by party, average since September 2026
@ Conservative @ Labour @ Liberal Democrat @ Reform UK @ The Green Party @ Restore Britain

The public’s view that Labour is unable to tackle the cost-of-living crisis SLuER: EERE, ke
40
damages the Government's credibility in two main ways. .
20 2
First, it creates the feeling that politicians are out-of-touch, and don't © i HII i Ho I
understand that the cost of living is the biggest issue facing the public Obo& &S S S
v @oof & “ o @@@ Oo°" & 3 o‘° 0@ o Voo < 0&0& o O&Q
today, oS @ o
£50k-£69k £70k-£99k £100k+
Second, is the perception that the Government does not have the “
30
capability to tackle the biggest issues facing Britons, whether it N
understands them or not. o ii i iﬁ
0 n | é - —
o\i4 S » & Q;»*Q)\@ & s o\“ D@ & 0064 S Qb @
This ultimately drives the anti-system sentiment upon which Reform and & ‘i@i@@le o°°a® i,o&f":;@” & i@ie &

NV

the Greens have made gains. —

Common More in Common « September 2026
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A broken economy feels like a broken system

I mean, in my role in the industry that I'm in, I've Qhere’s no point working more hours, because the
been in over 20 years and it doesn't get easier.... | tax man gets it all (...) why should people be
seem to feel | have to work harder to achieve the penalised for grafting, while there are people sitting
financial side of what I'm aiming for and struggling on their ass.”

with the work-life balance. It's a lot harder. And Chelsea, social worker, Hull

yeah, | thought as | got older, it would become a bit

easier, but it seems to be the opposite.”
Magda, property manager, South London “
I'm frustrated by the money side of it sometimes. |

mean, | work hard for what | get. I'm really dedicated
‘ ‘ to my job, but unfortunately, our customers, 99% of
them do not work. And don’t get me wrong, some of
It's about not chasing to earn as much as you can
just to have a semi-decent life... A six-figure salary
used to get you a house, now it's just getting you
by.”
Alex, electrician, South London

them, it's very justified. They need those top-ups,
the PIP and whatever else, but it amazes me how
easy they get that. | have some young girls who are
coming out with not much less than what | am for
working and they're not doing anything... nothing. |
find that really, really frustrating.”
Lisa, housing officer, Manchester
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Energy bills and food prices are the top concern in the

cost of living

The two costs which are of the highest concern to
Labour’s coalition, and the public in general, are energy
and grocery bills.

Over half of Britons say that they have been turning on
the heating less to help meet the cost of their energy
bills. Three in ten say they have cut back on going out. A
quarter are cutting back on their weekly shop to make
ends meet.

Solutions to the cost of living most urgently need to be
seen to address these two key areas of pain experienced
by the British public.

Energy bills and food shopping are the two costs which cause the

greatest levels of concern among the public
Which of the following are causing you to be most concerned about the cost of living at the moment?
Please select up to three.

list Left ished Liberals Rooted Patriots

Energy bills (gas and
electricity)

Food shopping and
grocery prices

Housing costs (rent or
mortgage payments)

Water bills

. Car-related expenses
(insurance, maintenance,
MOT, etc.)

Public transport costs e.g.
bus prices or train prices

Broadband/internet and
mobile phone bills

Leisure activities e.g.
going for dinner, cinema,
TV subscriptions

Not applicable

Clothing

Other (please specify)

-ﬂ-,-"-“B“EHEI!

More in

Common Source: More in Common « March 2026
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Cost of living matters to both flanks of Labour’s coalition

Looking at the Progressive Activists and Rooted The cost of living and NHS unite Rooted Patriots and
) _ Progresive Activists o
Patriots specifically, both again are united in wanting B ers Lo it e b o gy, Tugin

(Proportion of Progressive Activists and Rooted Patriots selecting each priority)

to see the Government take bold action on the cost
of living. o

These segments make up the right and left flanks of

the Labour Party’s support base. While they have
very different views on social issues such as
immigration, they are united in prioritising Thesxntto The extent to which they ve
10% :q‘; T?‘;‘D‘nﬁ:s reduced immigration
government action to tackle the cost of living. wy ¥ e .
0% ]
S° \Qn\u ‘»6’\0 'ss\u bpa\e (967\0
In other words, the cost of living has the potential to M i Yo Rotsd axiotes
be a glue that holds together the wings of Labour’s e

coalition.



E.ON | Resolution Foundation More in

Common
o ’
short term fixes alone aren’t popular...
When testing a series of policies to deal with the cost of energy in Less than 45 per cent of Britons would
the UK, the cancellation of debt was the least popular. This one-off support an energy debt cancellation
debt cancellation is seen as being less effective than other measures This is a policy that a government could potentially implement to try and

deal with a rise in energy prices caused by the war in Iran. To what extent

for dealing with the cost-of-living crisis. In conversations people walls you suppart et eppss this palizy?

describe these payments as scratchlng the surface’ of the current "A one-off cancellation of energy debt for all households, with every household

issue (including those with no debt) saving £50 as the cost of unpaid debt would no
’ longer be spread across all bills"

. . @ Strongly support ® Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose
Instead, the public favours policy that makes long-term changes to ngoﬁﬁknow .Somewhat%%pose .Strong|$f,ppose PE

the production, pricing and delivery of energy in the UK. A W

That is not to say that early measures from the Burnham Government Progressive Activists |ECN NNF7 RN INENG

- for instance removing VAT from electricity bills - are unpopular, Incrementalist Left INECEENNINNNEZZNEN s

quite the opposite. Instead voters want short term measures to lead Established Liberals. [INERNINECENN - En

to |0nger term Change_ Sceptical Scrollers n“ “nn

o Rooted paticts NECHNIE NN e
The UK right now is not really focusing on trying to improve the lives of the next Traditional

8 , Y g on tying to improve fhe v Conservatives IR AN i 20 26

generation, essentially, the people who are going to be building it in the future. Dissenting Disruptors [ IERIEN i) 8| 10 |

Izaac, Systems developer, Birmingham, Progressive Activist
b‘We need to look at where we're getting our energy from and strike better deals S More in Common + May 2026

with those countries. We also need to generate more of our own energy.
Simon, energy administrator, Liverpool, Incrementalist Left
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Britons increasingly want radical change to address the
Ccou ntrY'S C ha "enges Since the 2024 General Election, Britons'

appetite for radical change has grown

The cost of living has, for many Britons, ultimately resulted in struggle and Thinking about different ways the new government might approach
delivering change, which comes closer to your view?

sacrifice - making the prospect of rolling the dice for radical change and

° Focus on making smaller adjustments and gradual changes to how the

relief more appealing. country works
® Don't know
. Focus on making larger and more radical changes to how the country
. . . .y . works
If mainstream parties such as Labour are going to tackle this ‘burn it all —
ritons

down’ sentiment, they have to demonstrate they can bring about

sty 202 | S 0 I
sy 202 | W S I N

structural change to the economy that makes life feel easier and more

affordable.
2024 Labour voters
While signals from the Burnham Government around subscription fees, July 2024 [ ) T
bus fares and VAT on electricity buy him the Government its own Juty 2026 | Y Y
breathing space, this will not last forever. More in |
Common More in Common « July 2026

| think what they seem to have said is that they've managed to create a

There's no spare money now for anything fun, basically. If the kids need
long-term plan, but a long-term plan is not what people really care about.

some clothes or stuff for school ... or if | want to go out for one evening

They want things to be happening now.” out, then my husband will stay in that month.”

Reagan, youth worker, Sheffield, Progressive Activist Stacey, insurance officer, Birkenhead, Rooted Patriot
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Too anxious to work? Why work is
failing young people's mental @) DemertKnosBoon,
health - and how to fix it The solar panel: How do we deliver the
benefits of solar to homes and
businesses?

10:45 to 11:45 - Derwent Arena Room
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Topping Tyl McGovern MP Huriey ME vobs Response to the leader’s speech 2026
The Guardian More in Common Minister for Social Member, Work and Mental Health
{Chalr Care and Mental FendonaCoruitioe Feundation 17:30 to 18:30 - Derwent Arena Room
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Subscribe to our podcast Read ‘Shattered Britain’...
and newsletter...
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