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and Britons want to see widespread support

06 Britons have shifted towards low-tax,
low-spend

07 John Healey is an unknown quantity, and has
yet to step out of Rachel Reeves' shadow

‘ 03 There is a cares-can gap - particularly

Fewer Britons now think the UK is in a recession (52 to 40 per cent), and the share who say public
services are in a bad state has fallen from 68 to 54 per cent. Yet 51 per cent say their finances have
got worse this year - the same as last November - and the share who think inflation has risen has
climbed from 54 to 61 per cent.

For another year running, Britons are pessimistic about what the Budget will bring (55 per cent
pessimistic, 17 per cent optimistic). Two in three (67 per cent) expect their taxes to rise and 54 per
cent expect their quality of life to get worse. Only those earning more than £100,000 are split; every
other income group is pessimistic.

Burnham has convinced many Britons that he understands the cost of living pressures and is trying
to fix them, but ahead of the Budget many are sceptical he will be able to deliver change. This
scepticism is most deeply felt by lower-middle earners.

Labour leads among the comfortable, and among those who are struggling, but among those in the
middle, Reform UK is ahead in a close three-way race. Middle earners are as pessimistic about the
Budget as lower earners.

Bringing down energy bills is the public's top priority for this Budget, and there may be risk in a
targeted approach when Britons across the income scale are struggling to pay the bills. Failure to
meaningfully bring down, or prevent rises, will risk Burnham's fragile second hearing from the public.

In September 2024, Britons wanted the government to prioritise investing in public services over
cutting taxes by 54 to 30 per cent. Now 41 per cent would rather cut or scale back public services
than raise taxes to fund them (32 per cent).

Half of Britons (49 per cent) say John Healey feels like more of the same compared to Rachel
Reeves, 19 per cent say he feels genuinely different, and 32 per cent don't know. Reeves leaves an
unpopular legacy: 50 per cent say she did a bad job as Chancellor.
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The last chance budget?

In his speech after winning the Makerfield by-election, Andy Burnham
described it as the “final chance to change” the country.

Over the past two years, many Britons have lost faith in the Labour
Government to improve their lives. When Labour won the election in 2024,
most Britons (54 per cent) said they expected it to improve the lives of people
like them. Under Keir Starmer, that halved to just 26 per cent in 2025.

Under Andy Burnham, we have seen an uptick: 44 per cent of Britons now
believe that Labour will improve their lives - but still ten points below 2024
levels of optimism.

Andy Burnham has convinced many Britons that he understands the problems
they are facing, and that he is trying to fix it. The budget will be a key test of
whether he can turn a politics of trying into a politics of delivery.

I was actually shouting at the telly this morning, eating my
breakfast, watching that acceptance speech or whatever you call
it. And | was agreeing with everything going, "Yes, Andy, it is your
last chance”. It's your last chance saloon! Don't waste it, mate! |
was having a conversation on my own with the telly. | felt quite
passionate. | felt quite goosebumpy when he was saying those

things. "

Lisa, Teacher, Makerfield

Many Britons have lost trust in Labour's ability to
improve their lives
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The doom loop has not broken

Bills just keep going up and up and up and up, and there’s

) i . . In a word or two, how would you describe
just no control on it yet. We've got these companies making

the state of the economy at the moment?
absolute billions of profit every single year, and we're the

O

. . g
ones that are really struggling. g’ .,_.o nt knOW* T b I Improw::;k
Jess, lead buyer for a manufacturing company, Makerfield °; g § sht e r r I m
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Years ago, if your mum and dad both worked, you'd have a o ?E Good % S o o
holiday, you’d have a car, you'd live comfortably.. But now ; 5 2 Frag|| Shaky - g § m m
two parents working aren’t even comfortable. N o ess ' [EXe))
Y Bernadette, carer, Fulham %D“ Not reat a § E B
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It's so sad to see, for example, Union Street, one of the most -g ![e Uﬁﬁiﬂ,‘ﬂ,ﬁ - .I-'E
important streets in Aberdeen. It's like everything is closed. Aqu I Stable y Ru beSh Shambles
Then you go to a pub or something and then in a few months g MoreinCommon 16-19 October 2026

it'’s closed.
b‘ Carmen, care home supervisor, Aberdeen
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The economic mood has lifted since last year, but most Britons
don’t feel better off

Compared with the run-up to last year's Budget, the public gyitons are slightly more positive about the economy than
moo<.:l h.as'llfted somewhat, but Britons remain deeply last year - but few feel personally better off
peSS|m|st|c. % of Britons saying each, November 2025 vs October 2026
® November 2025 @ October 2026
Fewer Britons now think the UK is in a recession (52 to 40 per :
cent), and the share who say public services are in a bad state e UK curenty ina recession ) g
has fallen from 68 to 54 per cent. Those naming supporting Very pessimistic about the upcoming NN T/]
the NHS as a top issue has also fallen from 44 per cent at the R

Start Of 2025 to 30 per Cent Nnow. UK public services are in a bad state —]
. . . . . The British in a bad stat:
Yet people are no less pessimistic about their own finances I — ]
and the cost of living crisis. 51 per cent say their finances Wy persosifinenoss hayescotworss, N
have got worse this year - the same as last November - and -
the share who think inflation has risen has climbed from 54 1o e ot ol aton s oo s oo N N < |

61 per Cent Not sure the cost of living crisis will —
everend | T

I'm cutting down on luxuries and —
] ) , things that aren't essential
“ | still work like a dog. | do all the hours and yet | don't '

actually see myself any better off nowadays. More in

Common More in Common « November 2025 and October 2026

Claire, head of business development, Fulham
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Two in five Britons still think the economy is in recession

Despite headline rates of growth improving from 2025,
Brits are still more likely than not to think that the UK is
in arecession.

Two in five (40 per cent) think the UK is in recession,
compared to 36 per cent who think it is not. This is down
substantially from 52 per cent before the last budget in
November 2025, but still significant for an economy that
is now, nominally, growing.

A consistent sense that personal finances are getting
worse drives perceptions of recession. Half (51 per
cent) of those who say that their own personal finances
have got worse believe that the UK is in a recession,
compared to just 29 per cent of those who say their
finances have not changed or have improved.

Two in five Britons still believe the UK is in a recession
Which of the following statements comes closest to your view?

60

52
48
46 I \ ~
a5 46 The UK is
/ currently in a
40 40 40 recession (40%)
36

\ 36 The UK is NOT
3 / currentlyina
32— 3 recession (36%)

20

More in

Common More in Common « October 2026
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The public are apprehensive about the budget - again

For another year running, the public are generally
pessimistic about what the upcoming budget might
bring, with only those earning more than £100,000 a
year feeling more optimistic than pessimistic about it.

Overall, 17 per cent feel optimistic, compared to 55 per
cent who feel pessimistic. Mild pessimism (29 per
cent) is more common than strong pessimism (26 per
cent). Over two in three (67 per cent) think their taxes
will rise next year, and 54 per cent think their quality of
life will get worse. Just one in five expect the economy
to grow next year (21 per cent).

Despite these weak scores, this is actually substantially
less gloomy an atmosphere than before 2024 (-54
pessimistic) and 2025 (-57). The largest fall has been
in strong pessimism, which was 40 per cent in 2025
and 39 per cent in 2026, and has now dropped to 26
per cent.

Only those earning more than £100,000 a year are
optimistic about what the budget holds

Would you say you are feeling optimistic, or pessimistic, about the upcoming budget?

By personal income

40 61

\58 60,
N / \ 55
” s \50/ 54\50

Vertylsomewhat
43 Optimistic

Very/somewhat
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Every party’s voters have different explanations as to

why the economy is in a bad way

The public generally agree that the economy is in a bad way, but
are polarised as to why.

Among those who are pessimistic in general, immigration is seen as
the top reason that the economy is in a bad state (36 per cent),
followed by spending on welfare and benefits being too high (27 per
cent) and the UK's debt and deficit.

But every party’s base in the 2024 elections have different top
explanations. The Conservatives are most likely to blame welfare (43
per cent), Labour blame Brexit (33 per cent), Liberal Democrats
blame the UK's debt and deficit (38 per cent) and Reform UK blame
immigration (59 per cent).

The public are also equally likely to blame Labour governments (13
per cent) as Conservative governments (13 per cent), although both
rank low down on the list of factors as to why many think the
economy is in trouble.

Every party's voters blame Britain's economic
problems on something different

You said the economy was in a bad state at the moment. What do you think the
main reasons are that it is? Select up to three.

All Conservative
Immigration is too high m Spendingon welfare anicg Sfonﬁ{gﬁ m
Spending on welfare anig Eﬁeonﬁifgfsv Immigration is too high m
The UK’s debt and deficit are too The UK’s debt and deficit are too
high high
Labour Liberal Democrat
The impact of Brexit m The UK’s debt and deficit areh‘?;ﬁ
International conflicts, such as
those in the Middle East and m The impact of Brexit
Ukraine
The Conservative record in Spending on welfare and benefits
government from 2010 to 2024 is too high
Reform UK
Immigration is too high ﬂ
Spending on welfare and benefits
s toa igh ]
The UK’s debt and deficit are too
high
More in More in Common - October 2026

Common Top three explanations for each party shown
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Rachel Reeves’ legacy is unpopular

Rachel Reeves' legacy as Chancellor is generally seen by the The public think Rachel Reeves did a bad job as
public as a negative one. Her net approval rating comes in at Chancellor of the Exchequer

-34: better than the -52 recorded during the last budget, but Thinking about Rachel Reeves' record as Chancellor from July 2024 to July 2026,
still very negative. 29 per cent named her as the worst would you say she did a good job, a bad job overall, or neither?

Chancellor since 2000 - ahead of Kwarteng on 16 per cent. @ Very good job ® Somewhat good job @ Neither a good job nor a bad job

® Don'tknow ® Somewhat bad job @ Very bad job

50 per cent feel she did a bad job as Chancellor, compared to e En n—

16 per cent who think she did a good job. Even 2024 Labour

voters are split, with 34 per cent thinking she did a good job, Labour (+2)

and 32 per cent thinking she did a bad job. This is down, H“ n“
however, from the 64 per cent of the public who thought she Conservative (-59) Hn n_
was doing a bad job at the time of the last budget.

Healey has not yet differentiated himself from Reeves’

unpopular legacy. Just 19 per cent think he feels genuinely Liberal Democrat (-32)

different to Reeves, compared to 49 per cent who say like he Hn m“

feels like more of the same. 32 per cent don’t know. Green Party (-10) Hn -“

gg:n:gn More in Common - October 2026

2024 Vote



Budget 2026 More in
Common

John Healey is an unknown quantity

The new Chancellor goes into his first Budget as a largely In a word or two, how would you describe
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, John Healey?
blank slate.
. Out of his depth  Doing his best
. i _ . Underpressure Not good Competent

A key test for John Healey will be distinguishing himself Undecided Average

Y Y SHIShING . rubbish INCOMpetent & wow .
from Rachel Reeves - 50 per cent of Britons say she did a regmaie d

Nothing 1 FYIN No idea N
bad job as Chancellor, compared to only 16 per cent who 2 1ying NOt sure

feel she did a good job. D on 't k noOW ::

. - Useless UnknownWho?, ..
Half of Britons (49 per cent) say John Healey feels like Untested Bad | Jnsure T Poor Idiot siend
more of the same compared to Rachel Reeves, 20 per C'”e':jf,ad NoNop|:r|n0nt o ﬁifhf:,:ﬁﬂf.h
cent say he feels genuinely different, and 32 per cent don't
know. g8 MoreinCommon
Even among 2024 Labour voters, more say Healey feels like So the Chancellor is the previous defence minister..did he

. . resign? So he’s suddenly creating a budget after a few months in
more of the same (43 per Cent) than genumely different (36 his office. He's going to be writing out a budget for us with what it

per cent). would seem like little experience in that field. ”

Valerie, landlord, Fulham
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The political battleground lies in the ‘squeezed middle’

At points over the past two years, Labour has retaken the lead among those who are struggling and

Labour has led only among the comfortable, but Reform leads among "the squeezed middle"

most affluent Britons, while Reform Voting intention by personal finances, monthly average
UK dominated among those who ® Reform UK @ Labour ® Conservative ® The Green Party @ Liberal Democrat ® Restore Britain ® Other
. . Very or relatively comfortable Do not have money for luxuries Can only just or cannot afford costs
were struggling or just about . L o S -
managing, with the Greens also 40 E H 3 H a8 3
i ith th t li ith i s SN w7 \35\ s
surging wi ose struggling wi - \ of 34333434, 33 34\ /34\ 2 \oss SN
P 32° ¥ 2 32
the cost of living. e SRR 2729” /% Y, 2 W .
R A 7 ;
\ Sl L Pt S
21 P \22 22/ : z 21 Z:L 20 20 2142“’2'2'7 /22\ /2 \
. 2019\ 20 k) '20 92920, 20, 2020, & 20 |  \ 19 9 19, 19
Now, Burnham has gained » Ea pg s Ty '\;\w A \oatsd N e }1.7;‘37‘\
RTAER STRIR LTI ALY £7 o) 14,
ground on both ends of the i " 2 PR - 1.(\11' },m G A2
-8 8-8~" : \3,9-9— 9-9,\ 8 : 5 &9 9\ / \ 7
i i i - L6Z0\a 6+ vzl \7’7*6- . X —6~ AT 1~1-1 6o, T ZERs A
ﬁnanc.:lal ;vi:!b:mgt:ctar:e burtl e T 5,5.5»-«5.\:.; 5 \f‘f\ . 66 sbss s
0 i i
remains behind wi ose who V) Nl Nl Nl b b b b o Nl Nl Nl b o o b o Nl N} Nl o b b b
SO R IR N A L R S L G 0 N, B R N,
can afford costs, but can'tcover ¥ W ¥ & ¥ W ¥ ¥ R ¥ o @ W ¥ Y WY o ¢ W Y o

luxuries - the ‘squeezed middie’. Kore:

Common More in Common « January 2025 - October 2026
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The ‘Burnham Bounce' is nhot winning back as many

middle-earners

Labour leads among Britons who are financially
comfortable over the Conservatives (30-28), and
among those who are struggling over Reform
(29-24). But among those in the middle - who
don’t have money for luxuries but still make ends
meet - Reform UK remain in the lead.

Among this middle group, there is a three way
battle between Reform, Labour and the
Conservatives (26-23-23).

Likewise, while Labour holds a 9-point lead
among those earning £70,000 or more, this
narrows to just 1 point among those earning
between £20,000 and £70,000, with Reform
close behind among lower-middle earners and
the Conservatives among higher-middle earners.

Labour lead among those who are comfortable, and those who
are struggling. Reform UK lead among those in the middle

Headline voting intention by how well off people feel (top row) and by annual personal income
(bottom row)

28
25

@ Labour @ Conservative @ Reform UK

All

23 2

II 10 8
m

Under £20,000

23 99

II8i7

More in
Common

Self-described financial wellbeing

Comfortable

30
28
17
12
6
=
|

No luxuries but can
cover essentials

23 923

26
b
[

Personal annual income

£20,000 - £39,999

27 26
20
10
N

£40,000 - £69,999

28 94

1 9
.
-

Liberal Democrat @ The Green Party @ Restore Britain

Struggling or only
just afford costs

29
24
14
10
M

£70,000 or more

36
27
15
12
5
™
||

More in Common « October 2026
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Britain's middle earners are disillusioned, and fear tax

rises in this budget The 'squeezed middle' are the most likely to expect
tax rises and to say they already pay too much
Seven in ten (71 per cent) of the squeezed middle % of each group, by how well off people feel

expect their taxes to rise in the Budget, compared  sejf_described financial wellbeing: ® No luxuries but can cover essentials
with 59 per cent of those who are very All Britons ® Comfortable ® Struggling or only just afford costs

comfortable. More than half (54 per cent) already

Middle

say they pay too much tax, and 56 per cent say their Expect their taxes to rise % | 7%
finances have got worse this year. afterthe Bidget o4

Say the amount they ons e |
This is the group where Burnham'’s “cares-can” RULSRT ayin taxls oo o9 ©
gap is widest. 52 per cent of this group think - prm - - prom o = -y
Burnham cares about bringing down the cost of living
for people like them, but just 26 per cent are bc/'::"ign More in Common - September and October 2026

optimistic he will do it: a 26-point gap, compared The guy at the top is helping everybody to hide their money and we

with 21 points across all Britons. just, the idiots that are the only ones that are paying it are the middle
people. People at the top don't pay it. People at the bottom don't pay
it. Just the idiots in the middle we're the only ones paying tax.

“ Russell, teacher, Dumfries
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Lower tax and stronger defence have moved up Britons’

priority list since 2024

The public’s priority list has changed since Rachel
Reeves' first budget in October 2024, generally away
from public service investment towards lower taxes
and cutting waste.

Back in October 2024, the top priority for the public was
improving the health system (39 per cent). That has now
fallen to second at 27 per cent. The top spot is now
keeping taxes on working people low, up six to 32 per
cent. Conversely, closing tax loopholes has reduced from
18 per cent to 13 per cent.

Other priorities have notably changed. Defence has
jumped six points from 11 to 17 per cent, although is sixth
behind reducing inequality. Supporting young people
and reducing the deficit have also risen by four points as
priorities.

Keeping taxes low has overtaken the NHS in

Britons' list of budget priorities

In your view, which of the following are the MOST IMPORTANT features of a
government budget? Select up to three.

40

> It keeps taxes on working people low

30

. It improves the health system in the country
26

20

x b
v \%
& P
() )
& &
&~ Oc’}
83 ggrr:n:gn More in Common - October 2024 and October 2026
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Balancing Labour’s coalition on the budget may be

difficult

Labour is a broad coalition of the centre and the left. In 2024 its
support spread across segments, deriving its victory from gains in
the affluent ‘blue wall’, with high numbers of Established Liberals,
and the ‘red wall’, with Rooted Patriots.

Reuniting this coalition on a budget could prove tricky. Progressive
Activists, who have been tempted back to the party under Burnham
want a budget that prioritises reducing inequality (40 per cent),
and are not particularly interested in Defence (6 per cent). Rooted
Patriots are much more likely want to prioritise Defence (22 per
cent) and low taxes (38 per cent). Established Liberals, meanwhile,
want improvements to the NHS (31 per cent) and cutting waste (30
per cent), but few want to see the government try and reduce
wealth inequality (9 per cent).

Trying to reconcile this base with very different priorities may be
difficult; pleasing Progressive Activists with a more radical budget
may worry the more stability-minded sections, and vice versa.

Progressive Activists want the budget to reduce
inequality; Labour's other key segments prioritise

keeping tax low

In your view, which of the following are the MOST IMPORTANT features of a government
budget? Select up to three.

All

It keeps taxes on working people low m

Itimproves the health system in the country

It reduces waste in government spending m

Incrementalist Left

It keeps taxes on working people low m

Itimproves the health system in the country m

It reduces inequality between the
wealthiest and poorest m

Rooted Patriots

It keeps taxes on working people low

Itimproves the health system in the country m

It reduces waste in government spending

More in
Common

Progressive Activists

It reduces inequality between the
wealthiest and poorest

Itimproves the health system in the country

It reduces regional inequality and helps to
improve the poorest communities in the UK

Established Liberals

It improves the health system in the country m
It reduces waste in government spending m

It keeps taxes on working people low m

More in Common - October 2026
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Burnham must balance the country’s desire for radical
change with its fiscal risk aversion

The country - and Labour’s base - is also starkly
divided on whether Burnham should make a
radical departure from the status quo on the
economy.

A third (32 per cent) say that Burnham has not been
radical enough, 26 per cent say he has got the
balance about right, and 17 per cent say that he has
been too radical and is risking Britain's economy.

Here, Labour’s base is also split. Rooted Patriots (39
per cent) and Progressive Activists (33 per cent) are
more likely to say that Burnham should be more
radical. Larger portions of the Incrementalist Left (41
per cent) and Established Liberals (45 per cent) think
he has got the balance right.

More Britons think Burnham has not been radical enough
on the economy than too radical

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

® Andy Burnham has not been radical enough in plans to deliver economic change for the country
Andy Burnham has got the balance between economic stability and change about right at the
moment
Don’t know
® Andy Burnham has been too radical in plans to deliver economic change, and is risking Britain's
economic stability

Ny 2 7 ]

Progressive Activists

e

Incrementalist Left
Established Liberals
Sceptical Scrollers
Rooted Patriots

Traditional Conservatives

Dissenting Disruptors

ggrr:n::n More in Common « October 2026
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There has been a thermostatic shift toward low-tax, low-spend

One of the crucial factors powering Labour’s victory in 2024 was
a sense public services had declined and required substantial
investment. In September 2024, when asked whether the
government should prioritise investing in public services or
cutting taxes, 54 per cent said investing in public services,
and 30 per cent said cutting taxes. Voters of all parties were
more likely to prioritise public services over taxes.

That has now flipped. 49 per cent now say the government
should prioritise cutting taxes, compared with 36 per cent
who would rather invest in public services. The portion of
Conservative (66 per cent) and Liberal Democrat (44 per cent)
2024 voters saying the government should priortise cutting taxes
has doubled since 2024.

The ‘squeezed middle’ has driven this change. Those just about
managing with the cost of living prioritised investments in public
services in Sep 2024, 53 to 31. That has now reversed, with 53 per
cent prioritising lower taxes, and 32 per cent prioritising
investment in public services.

Every party’s 2024 voters have swung towards prioritising
tax cuts

At the current moment, what would you like the government to prioritise?

Month @ September 2024 @ October 2026

2024 vote

— Investing in public services Cutting taxes —
Al )
Conservative ) ‘
Labour 4.
Liberal Democrat ‘
Reform UK '
Did not vote 7—.
S & » Y S ® b L3 o e © < &

Net: % ‘Cutting taxes’ minus % ‘Investing in public services’

More in

Common More in Common « October 2026
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Even in a tradeoff with poorer public services, Britons

are split on tax and spend

The country is split down the middle: 40 per
cent would rather their tax went down even if
some public services got worse, and 40 per cent
would rather services got better even if their
taxes went up.

The split is sharply partisan. 2024 Labour (59 per
cent) and Liberal Democrat (52 per cent) voters
back better services; Conservative (53 per cent)
and Reform (54 per cent) voters back lower
taxes. The squeezed middle leans slightly
towards lower taxes (42 to 36), while the
comfortable favour better services.

Britons are split evenly on prioritising tax or services

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

@ I'd rather my tax goes down, even if some public services get worse ® Don’t know
@ I'd rather my public services get better, even if my taxes go up

- N

Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrat

2024 vote

Reform UK

Q
3

3

o
o
o

o
N}
S
N
3

ooooo
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But Britons want to increase spending on frontline
services - and find savings in Whitehall and foreign aid

Britons want more spent on most of government -

Nearly two in three Britons (64 per cent) believe that but would cut the Cabinet Office and aid

Overa" government spending is unSUStainable' BUt a key From the following departments and policy areas, whgre should the government
challenge for the government is that, while Britons want to increase or decrease its spending?

. . . @ Greatly increase  ® Moderately increase @ Neither increase nor decrease
see SaVIngS N the abStraCt, most want to increase ®Don'tknow @ Moderately decrease @ Greatly decrease
Spendlng In Many areas of government. Health & Social Care (incl. NHS) I EEEY AN -

Policing IIFENEN NN TN
Education |IEEEZE Y TN

Three quarters (76 per cent) want spending on health and pefence andintelligence

social care increased, and around three in five want more for Science, 'nnovationandTe%hannc;':ﬂ I[lf]l-l-

policing (64 per cent), defence (63 per cent) and education Environment, Food and Rural Affeirs IEHINEEZ SN
Business and trade [K[NINEF N

(60 per Cent) Work, benefits and pensions [IEENNNE NN

Local government/councils IEH INEL N
Energy Security and Net Zero [IKIIIINFZN

The only areas tested in which many Britons do want to see Pevslvod natianslgexamesanrs NSNS
spending cuts are the Cabinet Office (49 per cent), the PO g, ~—

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (38 to 18),  Ferign Gommenweslthandbevelopment Office LM
culture, media and sport (32 to 19) and the Home Office (31

tO 21) gglﬁgn More in Common « October 2026
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If the government cuts taxes, council tax and personal

allowance ranks top for priorities

If the government were to cut taxes, the public want it to be the
taxes that hit everyday budgets. Council tax tops the list (31 per
cent), followed by raising the tax-free personal allowance (28 per
cent) and fuel duty (24 per cent).

Very few prioritise cutting the higher (8 per cent) or additional (5
per cent) rates of income tax, or corporation tax on large
businesses (3 per cent).

Inheritance tax is fifth at 16 per cent. Notably, it is now above VAT
and National Insurance contributions for taxes the public most want
to cut.

If you go back to work and then the council tax is
‘ more, you're never going to earn enough.

— Siobhan, helpline worker and carer, Fulham

Council tax and the personal allowance top the

public's tax-cut wishlist

Which of the following should the government prioritise cutting, if any? Select up
to three.

Council tax

Raising the tax-free personal allowance (the
amount you can earn before paying income
tax, currently £12,570)

Fuel duty

The basic rate of income tax (20% on
income between £12,571 and £50,270)

Inheritance tax

National Insurance paid by employees
Tax on savings interest and dividends
National Insurance paid by employers
VAT

Corporation tax on small businesses

Interest payments on student debts

Stamp duty

g:rr:rr:gn More in Common « October 2026
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Britons think they pay too much tax, and the wealthy too little

Half of Britons (51 per cent) say they personally Britons tend to say they pay too much tax, and that
pay too much tax. A majority (54 per cent) say W:he wealthy don’t pay enough
. . . ich of the following comes closest to your view?
Wealthy Britons pay too Ilttle’ up ten pOIntS from ® Fartoo much ®Too much @ Aboutthe right amount ® Don’t know
44 per cent before last year's Budget. @ Notenough @Not nearly enough
| currently pay in tax Wealthy Britons currently pay in tax

ool 0 | 2

VoY)

%% 4 4
Jreermane nn n ‘ H H“n
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Middle earners are the most likely to feel Al %%

overtaxed: 57 per cent of those earning £20,000 to
£39,999 say they pay too much.

“If we are not seeing results, it really does piss people

£20,000 to £39,999 nm |l H Imn
i
off.. We've all had to pay tax and we always will, but £40,000 to £69,999 nn HH‘ Hﬂ Hnn
we just want to see improvements on what our .
rovragongior -~ [IEINENY SEIENENE

“ Anita, cleaning business owner, Fullham

Personal annual income

gg::n-:gn More in Common -« October 2026
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The public want to tax vapes and banks - not working people

In general, measures that raise taxation on the richest
are popular, but the appetite for general tax rises is low.

Taxing vape shops (+60) and energy companies (+58)
are the most popular. A levy on the banks is also
overwhelmingly popular (+56). A wealth tax of 1 per cent
for assets above £10m is also popular (+55) - including
with Conservative 2024 voters. The broad support for
raising taxation on the rich provides fertile ground for a
leftward attack from the measures.

Conversely, the appetite for further raising general
taxation is low, unless it is traded off explicitly for social
care. Support for raising the basic rate of income tax is
unpopular with the public at -26, raising national
insurance is at -32. Raising VAT (-56) or fuel duty (-51) is
very unpopular.

Taxing vapes, banks and the very wealthy is popular -

Introducing new taxes on
vape shops and products

Raising a tax on the profits
of energy companies

Introducing a tax on the
profits of banks

Raising a tax on wealth and
assets over £10m of 1%

Increasing duty on
gambling

Introducing a 50p tax
bracket forincome over
£200,000

Increasing the tax rate for
earnings above £125,000
from 45% to 50%

Lowering the threshold for
taxes on larger properties
from £2m to £1.5m

Replacing council tax and
stamp duty with a single
annual tax based on what a
home is worth today

More in
Common
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raising VAT, fuel duty or Nl is not

Net support (% support minus % oppose) for proposed tax rises

Raising the rate of capital
gains tax

Replacing Inheritance Tax
with a social care levy

Aligning Capital Gains Tax
with Income Tax rates

Lowering the Mansion Tax
tax-free threshold to £1.5
million from £2 million

Extending the freeze on
income tax thresholds

Raising the basic rate of
income tax from 20p to 21p
per pound

Increasing National
Insurance contributions

Raising Fuel Duty by 3p per
litre

Increasing VAT

14

o

More in Common « September-October 2026



Budget 2026 More in
Common

Labour’s brand is strong on workers’ rights, but not on
tax and debt

Labour is most trusted on protecting workers'
rights, but less trusted on keeping taxes low

Labour leads other parties on some crucial elements Wihiich panty dis yan trust.mars o tieffl lewing?
Of the economy. Labour enjoys a Commanding Iead on @ Labour .Conservatlve. Fiel_sﬁ?realBafariY;oc.raéson’t Eﬁ::,;m UK @The Green Party

workers’ rights, with 38 per cent naming the party the
would trus% the most. ka)e party is also zcrgmearlypthré/e tirzes Rejjfjf;”joﬁiﬁfi,ffnffi “n —_—
as trusted as any other party on regional economic Ersurng ot publc o B “_nnn“
divides (30 per cent), has healthy leads on ensuring o ;nna“
public services work well (29 per cent). o el ““ s .
e
But there are some less clear cut areas: they only holda Ht?“df'“gt't"ee°:’:°::y “u D s |- I
2-point lead over the Conservatives on handling the peneivesmente ok I NEEIEE EROE
economy (24 to 22 per cent), and trail them when it properly funding defence. || ECHEN RN I G
comes to attracting investment to the UK, funding RSP s | 20 8] n Jos|
defence, reducing the size of the national debt, and eeping tores o [ KRB

keeping taxes low.

More in

Common More in Common « October 2026
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The Conservatives could lay a tax trap for Labour

In their recent announcements on inheritance tax,
the Conservatives have created a clear economic
battleground with Labour.

The promise to exempt family homes from inheritance
tax ranked among the most popular policies announced
by the Conservatives at their 2026 Party Conference -

supported by nearly two-thirds of Britons (64 per cent).

Given the public’s shift toward a low-tax, low-spend
economic position, there may be a risk for Labour if it
doesn’t demonstrate a credible position on tax.

Inheritance tax reform was the Conservatives' most
popular conference policy announcement

To what extent do you support or oppose the following policies, if at all?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose @ Don't know
® Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose

Exempting family homes from inheritance
tax (+51)
Raising the inheritance tax threshold to
£500,000, so couples have a £Im allowance n 7
(+42)
Reducing employer's national insurance by 7
half for workers aged 21to 24 (+33)
Spending £10bn on "Britannia Shield", an air
defence system for UK bases and
infrastructure (+32)

Committing to scrapping a tax in every
budget (+30)
Approving a third runway at Heathrow (+13) n“
Removing the £100,000 income cap on
eligibility for free childcare (-4)
Removing Section 106, which requires
developers to build social housing (-9)
Removing the additional tax on homes
worth more than £2 million (-14)
Abolishing Natural England and the
Environment Agency, moving their 17
functions to ministers (-20)

- K

More in

Common More in Common « October 2026
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Britons tend to oppose breaking manifesto pledges on

tax to fund defence

Any attempt to raise taxes on working people to
fund defence to 3 per cent of GDP would likely
play badly with the public. 26 per cent support the
idea, but 46 per cent oppose. It is particularly toxic
with those who say they can only just afford their
costs (-32), suggesting that such a move may
exacerbate concerns Labour is not listening on the
cost of living.

The public is more split on breaking the fiscal
rules. By a margin of 32 per cent to 30 per cent,
Britons marginally lean toward the view that it would
be acceptable for Labour to break its fiscal rules in
order to increase defence spending.

Britons are more willing to break the fiscal rules than the
tax pledge to fund defence

If the government broke this commitment in order to increase defence spending, would you
find this acceptable or unacceptable?
Split Sample, by 2024 vote

@ Very acceptable ® Somewhat acceptable @ Neither acceptable nor unacceptable
©® Don'tknow ®Somewhat unacceptable @ Very unacceptable

Breaking the tax pledge (income tax / NI / VAT) Breaking the fiscal rules (more borrowing)

-l - B
o I - DG
B - R R -

More in Common « October 2026
More in Split A: In its 2024 manifesto, Labour committed not to raise income tax, National Insurance, or VAT. Split B: In its 2024
Common manifesto, Labour committed to sticking by its fiscal rules, meaning that debt, as a share of Britain’s total economic
output, would be falling by the end of the parliament.
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Britons lean towards cutting benefits for defence -
within limits

The public generally lean towards cutting benefits to fund defence Most Britons lean towards investing in defence even if it

in a forced tradeoff. Conservatives and Reform are overwhelmingly means cutting benefits
in favour with over 3 in 4 of their 2024 voters backing cuts to fund For the following pair of statements, please use the scale to indicate which comes closest to
. . our view
defence, Liberal Democrats by around a two to one margin, and _ o _ 7 4 , , _
, . . @ 1. It is worth investing more in defence, even if it means cutting benefits (such as universal credit).
Labour’s 2024 base is narrowly supportive, 55 to 45. Green 2024 ®2 ©3 @4 ltis not worth cutting benefits in order to invest more in defence

voters oppose the idea, 62 to 38.

Yy .
Younger Britons, and those who are struggling, do not want to // / // /
see benefits cut to fund defence. 61 per cent of those who are . _“_-
either struggling to or cannot afford the cost of living oppose the
s G oppos 0060 57155 - [
When asked about public services versus defence spending more aeform UK “_nn
broadly, the public are split evenly: 51 per cent lean towards cutting
public services if necessary to pay for more defence spending, while o Do —“--
49 per cent lean towards increasing public services spending even i
meens less fregience N D -

More in
Common

2024 vote

More in Common « October 2026
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Cutting environmental spending for defence could

prove popular

Cutting funding for climate change and
renewable projects also splits Labour’s base,
but is more popular with the general public. 64
per cent lean towards prioritising defence over
the environment, compared to 36 per cent who
would prioritise renewables and climate change
funding.

Those numbers are flipped among those who
prioritise climate change and the environment as
one of their top issues (64-36). However, that
issue, for now, is relatively low in salience with the
public (14 per cent). If it rises, however, cuts to
renewable funding to fund defence could
become more controversial.

Nearly two in three Britons lean towards defence over
climate and renewables funding

For the following pair of statements, please use the scale to indicate which comes closest to
your view

1. It is worth investing more in defence, even if that means cutting funding for climate change
projects and renewable energy
o2 @3
° 4. Itis worth investing more in climate change projects and renewable energy, even if that means
cutting funding for defence

)

2024 vote

More in Common « October 2026
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Most Britons back drilling at Jackdaw - as long as it's not
seen as a wider move away from the energy transition

More than half of Britons (55 per cent) support issuing new
drilling in the Rosebank and Jackdaw fields. Just 14 per cent
oppose it.

Support is strongest among Conservative (79 per cent) and
Reform UK (77 per cent) voters, of whom fewer than one in ten
are opposed. Around three in five Labour (59 per cent) and
Liberal Democrat (59 per cent) voters also back new licences.
Green voters are the only group where opposition outweighs
support (41 per cent to 30 per cent).

There is very little difference between Jackdaw and
Rosebank: when broken down into separate decisions, 51 per
cent backed Jackdaw being approved, and 48 per cent backed
Rosebank.

But support for new North Sea drilling is not a rejection of the
wider net zero target. More Britons support the UK's target of
reaching net zero by 2050 (44 per cent) than oppose it (22 per
cent). Even among net zero supporters, a majority (53 per cent)
support new drilling at Rosebank and Jackdaw.

Even supporters of the net zero target back
Rosebank and Jackdaw drilling by two to one

Would you support or oppose issuing new licences for drilling in the Rosebank

Net zero target

and Jackdaw fields?

@ Strongly support ® Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose
®Don't know ®Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose

Support the net zero target n“
dabetd o | x| |5

More in Common - October 2026
More in The UK Government is considering allowing new oil and gas drilling in the North Sea at the
Common  Rosebank and Jackdaw fields. Supporters suggest this could help stimulate economic growth, but
opponents worry it would damage progress towards Net Zero.
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If Jackdaw does spark a climate backlash, it will be among

Labour’s core progressive voters

The public as a whole - and Labour’s own voters - support new

drilling at Rosebank and Jackdaw. However, Progressive

Activists are nearly twice as likely to support (47 per cent) than

support (24 per cent) the decision.

This is significant because Progressive Activists form an important

part of Labour’s voter base, and have fuelled the ‘Burnham
Bounce’ in recent months.

If there is a risk of a climate backlash, it could take the form of
progressive voters drifting back toward the Green Party.

It's a mixed bag again, isn't it? On the one hand, we're going to get oil and

Every segment tends to support new drilling at
Rosebank and Jackdaw - but Progressive Activists
stand out in their opposition

The UK Government is considering allowing new oil and gas drilling in the North
Sea at the Rosebank and Jackdaw fields. Do you support or oppose this?

@ Strongly support ® Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose

®Don'tknow ®Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose
Incrementalist Left ““ nnﬂ
Sceptical Scrollers n“ nna

. - [T

it is one of the last two places in the North Sea with the oil resources. But tediions consenvives || TR 6 22

on the other hand, you are not helping the climate change target. So
again, it's just a mixed bag of so hard to decide and there isn't really a
neutral ground.

“ Valerie, landlord, Fulham :: g;’,':,,ig,,

— - = [

More in Common - October 2026
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The public remain pessimistic about the cost of living

Burnham'’s early premiership has not shifted the pessimistic
mood among the public about whether the cost of living
crisis will end. 56 per cent are not sure whether the cost
of living crisis will ever end - only one point down from
57 per cent at the time of the last budget.

Those most struggling with the cost of living are the most
pessimistic about the future. 68 per cent of those
struggling to make ends meet, and 80 per cent of those
who have to go without essentials, are not sure whether the
cost of living is getting better.

51 per cent say their personal finances have got worse over
the course of the last year, with just 11 per cent saying it has
got better, and 34 per cent feeling it has stayed the same.
Maijorities of the public earning under £40,000 a year feel
their financial situation has gotten worse in the past year,
and only those earning over £100,000 feel their financial
situation has gotten better.

More than half of Britons are unsure if the cost of
living crisis will ever end

While economic conditions are difficult to predict, when do you expect the cost of living crisis
to end?
100% 3% 1% 1% 12% 1% 10% 10% "% 1%

10%9% 8% 12% 7%

Sometime this
year

- |I'm not sure if
it will ever end

> > o o
\2 v 3 \4

O Q Q o
Q,\\'L N4
® S

More in

Common Source: More in Common, July 2022 - October 2026
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The public thinks Burnham cares about cost of living -
but are not sure he can do anything about it

A notable gap has opened in perceptions about whether Burnham
cares about cost of living, and optimism about his ability to do
anything about it. This gap is largest among those who can cover
their essentials, but not luxuries.

Overall, Burnham is passing the ‘trying’ test on cost of living. The
public think Burnham does care about cost of living for people like
them, 50 per cent to 40 per cent, although those struggling the most
with the cost of living are sceptical.

But the public are pessimistic about whether Burnham will bring
down the cost of living. 29 per cent feel optimistic that he will, but 44
per cent are pessimistic.

The gap between the ‘trying’ test and the likelihood of delivery is
largest for those who can afford essentials, but not luxuries. 52 per
cent of this group think Burnham cares about their lost of living, but
just 26 per cent are optimistic he can deliver.

Half of Britons think Burnham cares about the cost of
living - but only three in ten think he will bring it
down. The gap is widest among the squeezed middle

% who think Andy Burnham cares a lot or a bit about bringing down the cost of
living for people like them, and % optimistic he will bring down the cost of living in
the next three years

@ Think Burnham cares about bringing down the cost of living
® Optimistic Burnham will bring down the cost of living

. )

e veny comforteble financily =

Ei——
frarcil | ™

ek sannomaty romiorably M
cover the essentials %////////////////////////////%ZZ
andiofen stiggle o mare s I 1)
ey )
| cannot afford my costs and m
often have to go without
(15|

essentials like food and heating

Financial situation

More in

Common More in Common « October 2026
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Public want action on energy bills to be the number one priority

Energy bills are the public's single top priority for bringing Energy bills are the public's top cost of living
down the cost of living (38 per cent), ahead of food prices (25 priority - especially for older Britons
If the government was to choose one priority for bringing down the cost of living,

per cent) and petrol (13 per cent). what do you think it should be?

®Energy bills ®Food prices @ Rent costs
Priorities vary by generation. A majority of quy Boomers (55 S
per cent) put energy bills first, compared to just 19 per cent of A TP 2
Gen Z, who are as likely to prioritise food prices (24 per cent) E— 5
and reﬂt (21 per Cent). Gen Z (28 and below) _2124

I 26

Millennials (29-44) [ — st
13

This patterns holds when asking about the budget overall - 58

per cent name energy bills as one of their top three priorities, .

Generation

ahead of improving public services (33 per cent) and cutting Gen 14501 I 26
taxes (32 per cent). i
-
Baby Boomers (61-79) [ 21
4

“ Energy bills is a massive thing, isn't it? It's going up Silent Gen (80+) | 18 7
1

and up and up and up and up and up.

— Mark, paramedic, Makerfield More in

Common More in Common - October 2026
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Many Britons are bracing for a tough winter

While the price cap for the January is yet to be finalised, Only households earning more than £125,000 think
forecasters expect it to be in excess of £2,000 per year or they can afford the January energy bill increase
£170 a month for a typica| household. Forecasts have predicted that the energy price cap could rise for the three months from

January 2027 to March 2027 so that the typical household energy bill is just over £2,000 a year
or just under £170 a month. Do you think this is affordable or unaffordable?

Most Britons don't think they will be able to afford these 100

energy costs. 71 per cent say an energy price cap of this level o :z O —

would not be affordable with two in five (43 per cent) saying g " zﬁ"ﬁd:'bl
they think it would be completely unaffordable. Initial 2

forecasts had predicted an even higher price cap of £2,150 0 -t 17 ’ . y ’ ’ ; . :

which almost eight in ten Britons (78 per cent) thought would K ‘v & &L & ‘v x & & &

be unaffordable.

Household Income

“I just don’t know how it can be affordable. When you’ve got More in ELECTRIFY

Common BRITAIN More in Common « September 2026
other people in the house, you've got to heat the house,
you've got to be warm. It's the worst month of the year for “We've got a baby so we have to have the heating on. So we're

that. | just feel panicked.”

going to have to cut back somewhere else to find that money to
Louise, Hospital Worker, Rawmarsh & Conisbrough

have the heating on.
Lauren, Dog Groomer, Rawmarsh & Conisburgh
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A targeted support package that misses the squeezed

middle could spark backlash

Speculation ahead of the budget has suggested the Chancellor is
preparing an intervention which will provide the lowest earners
with targeted support for their energy bills. Yet Britons across
income group describe the same pressure, and there is a clear
preference for universal support - including among the lowest
income Britons.

Concern about energy bills spans the whole income spectrum in
Britain. As a result, by 39 per cent to 28 per cent, Britons say they
would prefer the government provides universal support for energy
bills, even if this means reduced support overall.

In focus groups, it is clear that many feel that while they are struggling
and never benefit from government support, deepening feelings of a
broken social contract.

Even lower earners prefer universal
support for energy bills

The government is considering how it might support people on energy costs this
winter. Do you think they should...

Use government money (raise other taxes or cut spending on other things) to cut energy bill taxes for
.we one, even if it’s less per person
2.4 Perp:

Use government money (raise taxes or cut spending on other things) to support those on the lowest

@ incomes/in receipt of benefits with their energy bills
P 9y

@ Don'’t know

Raise most people's energy bills to support those on the lowest incomes/in receipt of benefits with their

@ cnergy bills
JR—— —

& ELECTRIFY
BRITAIN More in Common « June 2026

“Anything big that gets put in place, we just seem
to not.. be able to benefit from it in any way
because we're just slightly too much over the
threshold.”

Linda, Family Hub Coordinator, Yorkshire
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Framing targeted support at those on benefits is less popular

Cost of living pressures are felt across income

levels, and Britons prefer a universal approach over

a targeted one for support.

Half of More in Common’s sample were asked whether
energy bill support should be focused on those earning

less than £25,000 or go to everyone equally - they
split 47 to 46. The other half were asked about
focusing support on those on benefits - and backed
universal support by 71 to 21.

Targeting help at low-paid workers splits the public;
targeting it at welfare claimants is deeply unpopular,
even among 2024 Labour voters (66 per cent want
support for everyone in that version). For a squeezed
middle who feel they earn too much for help and too
little to be comfortable, universal or work-linked relief
is the safer route politically.

Targeting help at low earners splits the public -

targeting it at benefit claimants is unpopular

Thinking about helping people with their energy bills, which of the following
comes closest to your view?

@ Support should be focused on (low earners/those on benefits) ® Don’t know

@ Support should go to everyone equally

Version A: 'Support should be
focused on those earning less
than £25,000'

Version B: 'Support should be
focused on those on benefits'

More in
Common

More in Common - October 2026. Split sample: each version asked of half the sample.
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Brits agree that ‘growth in every postcode’ is more

important than the headline rate

A majority of Britons think the Govenrment should
prioritise equalising the spread of economic growth over

Andy Burnham'’s ideas on ‘good growth’
resonate with the public. Britons tend to
want growth they can see in their own area,
rather than maximising the national
headline rate.

51 per cent say the government should
prioritise equal economic growth across the
country, compared to 31 per cent who would
rather maximise overall growth even if it is
spread unequally. This preference for
nationally spread growth is highest in the
North West.

the headline rate

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

° The government should prioritise equal economic growth across the country over maximising

overall economic growth
Don’t know

¢ unequally across the country

North West England |
Scotland [N
East Midlands I
North East England | NN
West Midlands [N
N
Yorkshire and the Humber | ERNRNRNRNEEENEENEEEEE
wales I
Greater London [N
South East England
South West England [ NN
East of England | TS

c
2

o

Q
3

More in
Common

The government should prioritise maximising overall economic growth, even if it is spread

N

w
N

w
N

More in Common « October 2026
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The public want measurable returns on cost of living

The rhetorical shift away from growth ‘as the number
one mission’ towards cost of living improvements is
broadly in line with how the public wants the
government to approach the economy.

In total, 72 per cent want the government to focus
mainly on solving the cost of living crisis as its first
priority, with 28 per cent wanting them to focus
primarily on boosting growth. This is strikingly
consistent across parties.

This should not be confused for a desire for short
term improvements over long term fixes.

Six in ten (59 per cent) want Labour to focus mainly
on solving long-term problems to fix structural issues
with the country, compared with 41 per cent who
prioritise short-term relief. Even among those who
want the cost of living prioritised over growth, lean
more towards long-term fixes than immediate relief.

Voters of every party lean towards Labour prioritising the

cost of living over growth
Please place yourself on a scale to 1to 4 based on which statement comes closest to your view.

@ 1. Labour should mainly focus on solving the cost of living crisis as its first priority ®2 ®3
@ 4. Labour should mainly focus on boosting economic growth as its first priority

n. 2 R

Liberal Democrat _““n
| did not/could not vote —_n-

More in
Common

2024 vote

More in Common « October 2026
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Burnham'’s cost of living pivot has not yet won over low
and middle income voters

Higher earners are twice as likely as low earners to feel

Burnham's cost of living pivot has not shifted a persistent Burnham's cost of living policies
atmosphere of pessimism about the cost of ||V|ng and further Thinking about your own life, do you think the cost of living policies that Andy Burnham has
! announced so far will make...

action in the bUdget will be reqUired to fU”y persuade lower and ® A big difference ® Some difference ® Dont know @ | haven't heard of any policies

® No difference at all

n ////
After Burnham's cost of living tour last summer, just 5 per cent
thought that Burnham's policies would make a ‘big difference’ to Jnertace I_n —
their life’, with 43 per cent thinking it would make no difference. oot tas00 H—H
Just 28 per cent of those on incomes under £20,000 said that ' Y
Burnham'’s policy announcements would make any difference to carion0-E6.506 H_!l —
them, compared to 55 per cent for those earning £70,000 or more. E
Short term measures, while good in establishing a positive first

impression on the cost of living, have not yet been sufficient in Gosieicd

middle voters.

Personal income

persuading many low and middle income voters that Burnham's
government will materially cut their cost of living.



The welfare
question




Budget 2026 More in
Common
[ ] [ ]
Britons want an answer to welfare spending
Across voter groups, there is a growing consensus that Welfare and benefits have risen up the agenda,
welfare spending is too high - and an appetite for particularly among Conservative and Reform voters
greater action to get it under control. In your opinion, which are thgg&j;ﬁgﬁiﬁgﬁfg:? facing the country today?
. . . . . Welfare and Benefits. Monthly average, by 2024 vote
The issue is also climbing the agenda - particularly on the
right of politics. The proportion of Conservative and Reform
voters selecting welfare and benefits as a top issue has
nearly doubled since early 2025. e Gonenatie
20 \ 9/19’_20\19/20—10 Reform UK
. . . . A ° \ / 17/
Most Britons think current welfare spending is / s ) o B
. 14 1415~
unsustainable s e Aﬁ\ ,3_,3 N N
Would you say that levels of Government spending on each of the following at the moment are w—w///"/ o \‘(‘27‘" A ||’7" 2 The Gresn Barty
sustainable or unsustainable? 10 ol St \ 9 L
(By 2024 vote) — g 7 "
Conservative Labour The Green
voters voters Party voters
Pensions 24 0
TheiNHS N N N N N N N N
Benefits and welfare payments -56 CQIQ é\? §\r\9 Q;\? § 3‘\9 \_\q9 w\(@
Overall Government spending -59 méb Vg > aé) {f? VQ s a:é)
> @) S O
hcﬂgf":n:gn mZ(;eait?vgg(grrg(;?r:doi;;tizb:rreigzséeen as more unsustainable than sustainable.) :: gg’r“enign More in Common - January to October 2026
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The country is generationally divided on youth unemployment

The public has two radically different
understandings of youth unemployment.

Two thirds of Gen Z (67 per cent) blame a lack of
jobs, compared to just 27 per cent of Baby
Boomers, a majority of whom (56 per cent) say
benefits are too generous.

Millennials lean towards a lack of jobs (49 to 36),
while Gen X are split (39 to 40).

This is also sharply split by party. Majorities of
Reform UK and Conservative voters in 2024 (55
and 56 per cent) blame over generous benefits,
but majorities of Labour and Green voters (55
and 66 per cent) blame a lack of jobs. Liberal
Democrat voters are split roughly evenly, with 42
per cent blaming benefits and 45 per cent
blaming the lack of jobs.

Generations are sharply divided on the root cause of youth
unemployment
Which of the following comes closest to your view?

@ Youth unemployment today is primarily because benefits are too generous, disincentivising work
Neither of these ® Don’t know
° Youth unemployment today is primarily because there are not enough jobs, even though young
people want to work them
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For many, the welfare debate is central to a broken social contract

In focus groups, it's clear that for many
Britons, welfare is a key element of a social
contract that feels broken. Many feel that hard
work is not rewarded, and a common reprise is
that wealthy Britons are looked after, those on
benefits are looked after, but there is no support
for working people ‘in the middle'.

A lot of it gets spent on certain benefits and things that |

think there ought to be a better way of judging who needs
what, because | personally know people that are on benefits
and go on two all-inclusive holidays a year. Well, if they can

b ‘ afford that, they're getting too much money in benefits.

Edna, Dance Teacher, Long Eaton

“I think the world is effed up, and | feel sorry for the kids
growing up in it. You get more from Universal Credit than
you do on minimum wage.”

Chelsea, social worker, Hull

Across politics, Britons believe that people on
benefits should always receive less than those in
full time work

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

o People on benefits should always receive less than those in full time work to make sure
being in work always pays
® Benefits should be as generous as necessary to enable people to live a decent life
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The triple lock is a battle that could go either way

Three quarters (77 per cent) have heard at least a bit about
Burnham's changes to the triple lock, but understanding is
patchy: given a choice of options, only 21 per cent pick the
most accurate description of the change.

How it is framed makes a large difference. Asked without
additional framing, 36 per cent support replacing the triple lock
and 24 per cent oppose.

But when respondents are shown a clip of Andy Burnham announcing
the policy in his Leader’s speech and linking it to social care....

Do you support or oppose the the proposal to replace the triple lock with the
new proposed system?

e  SPLIT A: No clip shown. Net support +12

e  SPLIT B: Shown a clip from Andy Burnham'’s speech on the triple lock.
Net support +41

e  SPLIT C: Shown a clip from Sharon Graham criticising the changes.
Net support -5

Public opinion on the triple lock still depends
greatly on which argument the public hears

Do you support or oppose the proposal to replace the triple lock with the new
proposed system?

By 2024 vote. Sample split into three; one group did not see any speech, one group shown
Burnham's conference speech on the triple lock, one group shown comments on pensions
by Sharon Graham

@ Strongly support ® Somewhat support ® Neither support nor oppose @ Don't know
® Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose
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Most Britons want to exempt state pensions from income tax

Most Britons, across age groups and parties,
support exempting pensions from income tax.
69 per cent support the idea of exempting the
state pension from income tax, compared to just
8 per cent who oppose. Support is strongest with
the over 75, where 88 per cent support the idea,
70 per cent strongly. Support is softer with Gen Z,
where under a majority support the idea (45 per
cent).

This is not necessarily linked with supporting
or opposing Burnham'’s triple lock reforms. 68
per cent of those who who backed Burnham’s
proposals on the Triple Lock also backed
exempting the state pension from income tax.

Every generation backs exempting the state pension from

income tax

Below is a list of tax measures and changes. Please indicate whether you would support or
oppose them: Exempting the state pension from income tax

® Strongly support ® Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose ® Don’t know
® Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose
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Finding a fair way to fund social care could be

challenging

Finding a way the public deems fair to meet the challenges in
social care could prove difficult.

Overall, the only proposal to fund social care that is seen as
fair by the public is raising the amount of tax on high earners
(+39).

Others divide opinion. Replacing the triple lock is narrowly
seen as unfair (-5), along with cutting welfare (-6). Making
individuals fund their own costs over £100,000 is also
generally seen as unfair (-22).

Some options are seen as very unfair by the public. Raising
inheritance levies to fund social care is seen as unfair by 59
per cent of the public with a net rating of -46, and means
testing the state pension is seen as very unfair at -64, with
three quarters (75 per cent) saying it would be unfair.

Taxing high earners is the only way to fund

social care that the public sees as fair
In your view, how fair or unfair would each of the following be as a way of

paying for social care?

Net fairess (% fair minus % unfair) of each way of funding social care

Increasing the amount of
tax paid by high earners

Ending the triple lock on
pensions and replacing it
with a double lock

Cutting public spending on
welfare

Increasing government
borrowing

Means testing the state
pension

Increasing National
Insurance contributions

Making individuals fund
their own care when costs
exceed £100,000

Increasing the basic rate of
income tax for everyone

Atax on people’s estates
after they die

Increasing interest on
student loans

Cutting public spending on
the National Health Service

Cutting the state pension
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Thank you

uk@moreincommon.com

https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/opinion-brief/
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