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Our unique lens - The British Seven Segments

e The ‘British Seven’ segments were formulated in our p N
‘Shattered Britain’ report, published in 2025 Group identity and tribalism
e They are created entirely from questions around b g
areas of core beliefs, drawn from social psychology: e )
group identity and tribalism, perceived threat, Perceived threat
parenting style and authoritarianism, moral ~ 7
foundations, personal agency and responsibility - N
Parenting style and
e Nodemographicinformation (race, class, or gender) is L authoritarianism )
used for the segmentation, though the segments
created by this process often have demographic ( )
differences Moral foundations
G J
e Segmentation shows that values and beliefs are
powerful in influencing how individuals form opinions [ Personal agency and responsibility )
about issues and their behaviour. Often, the segments

are more predictive of beliefs than any other metric



Established
Liberals

Incrementalist
Left

Progressive
Activists

...an outspoken
group that is
politically
engaged and
globally minded,
championing
social justice but
feeling alienated
from mainstream
politics

... A prosperous
group thatis
confident in
institutions,

values expertise,

...agroup that
leans left and
trusts institutions,
often stepping
back from the
news and avoiding| and believes the

system broadly
works

politically fraught
debates

Dissenting
Disruptors

Traditional
Conservatives

Rooted
Patriots

Sceptical
Scrollers

...anostalgic
group that
respects tradition,
authority and
personal
responsibility,
while remaining
sceptical of rapid
change

... afrustrated
group that craves
radical change
and backs strong
leaders who
promise to shake
up a broken
system

...a patriotic group
that feels
overlooked by

mainstream elites and wants
institutions and leaders with
increasingly looks | common sense to
online for sources protect local
of truth identity

...adisengaged
group that has
lost trustin



How would the seven segments vote?
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Incrementalist
Left

Established
% Liberals

L Sceptical

Scrollers

Rooted
Patriots

Traditional
Conservatives

The Seven Segments’ views on online violence and the

Online Safety Act

This group’s focus on inequality and women’s rights mean they are deeply concerned about violence
against women. However, they worry about OSA restricting the content people can freely access online.

This group is trusting of institutions and the law and in turn trusts the OSA to protect children. They are
one of the most likely to link online harassment to rising levels of violence against women.

This group shares ILs trust in the OSA and their belief in the internet’s role in increasing levels of violence
against women. They are concerned about the ability of children to evade the safeguards of the OSA.

The most online group, they reject links between being online and harassment/violence against women.
Sceptical Scrollers fear the OSA enables government surveillance and can be easily bypassed with VPNs.

This group’s high threat level means they are concerned about violence against women, particularly young

girls. However, they fear both circumvention of the OSA’s safeguards and accidental limits on content on
issues like migration.

The least online group, they are most likely to see online harassment as fueling violence against women,
support stricter content restrictions, and trust that privacy and circumvention risks are minimal.
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Dissenting
- z(g,( Disruptors

Highly online and deeply opposed to the OSA. They see it as government censorship of free speech and
while concerned about VAWG, are more likely to link it to asylum and migration than cyberbullying.




The most effective case for raising social media age

limits highlights protection and safety

People find arguments which frame a minimum age for social media as a
way to protect young people are most convincing

Below are a series of arguments in favour of raising the minimum age of social media to 16. How convincing do
you find them?

. - . . - , Arguments which call for a minimum age for social
@ Very convincing ® Somewhat convincing  Neither convincing nor unconvincing @ Don't know . .
@ Somewhat unconvincing - @ Very unconvincing media accounts are most effective when they are
framed as a way to protect young people’'s mental
» health, and protect them from criminals online, as
opposed to focusing on screen time or regulatory

benefits. This is the particularly the case among Gen Z.

that people are most likely to think need age

restrictions. While older people tend to say apps like
® Facebook, YouTube and multiplayer gaming sites (e.g.

Fortnite) need restrictions, young people are more

-- II likely to focus on Instagram and Snapchat.
37 12

Raising the minimum age of
social media to 16 would bring us
into alignment with EU policy

Raising the minimum age of
social media would mean
children spend less time on their
screens

Raisi_n? the minimum age of
social media would protect
children from dangerous
criminalsonline

Raisin? the minimum age of
social media would benefit
young peoples’ mental health

More in
Common



Almost six in ten think women and girls have become

less safe in recent years

The most online segments- Sceptical Scrollers and Dissenting
Disruptors- are the least likely to link women’s safety to online
harassment

You said that the safety of women and girls is at greater risk now than in recent years. From the
options below, please choose the three options that you think pose the greatest risk to women and

All

Progressive Activists
Incrementalist Left
Established Liberals
Sceptical Scrollers
Rooted Patriots
Traditional Conservatives
Dissenting Disruptors

All

Progressive Activists
Incrementalist Left
Established Liberals
Sceptical Scrollers
Rooted Patriots
Traditional Conservatives
Dissenting Disruptors

All

Progressive Activists
Incrementalist Left
Established Liberals
Sceptical Scrollers
Rooted Patriots
Traditional Conservatives
Dissenting Disruptors
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More in Common  August 2025

59% say that safety of women and girls is at greater risk
now than in recent years. 30% say one of the main
reasons for this is online harassment and cyberbullying,
though the most online segments are the least likely to say
this is the case.

Half of Britons believe that violence against women and
girls has got worse in recent years, with just 11% believing
rates have improved.

Those who voted Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green at
the last election are the most likely to say they would be
more likely vote Labour if the government introduced a
target to reduce violence against women and girls.



Young girls are exposed to explicit content at an

earlier age

Girls are likely to have first seen porn earlier than boys
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Age at which they first saw pornography

Source: More in Common » August 2025

95% of young people say they have seen
pornography or explicit content before the age of 16.
A third have seen it before the age of 13.

Young girls are more likely to be exposed to explicit
content at a younger age than boys. 11% of girls aged
16-17 say they saw pornography before the age of 10,
while 61% say they saw such content before they were
13.

The equivalent figures for 16-17 year old boys are 6%
and 52%.



Young women are especially worried about their

images being shared online

Young women are more likely than young men to be worried about a
personal image of them being shared online

Thinking about your everyday life, how worried, if at all, are you about becoming a victim of revenge

School leavers (16-18)

More in
Common

porn/your intimate images being shared online?
(% saying they are concerned)

Students (19-21)

Young adults (22-24)

More in Common « August 2025

Young people - but particularly young women - are
concerned about the risk of having a private image of
themselves shared online.

13% of 16-17 year olds say they have shared an explicit
image of themselves before, while 36% say they have
not but know someone who has.

42% of 16-24 year olds are concerned about the risk of
their image being shared, with Gen Z women 6 points
more likely to be concerned than Gen Z men.

This number increases to 66% when looking at 18-21
year olds.



A majority of parents are concerned about the impact

of social media on their children

Women are more likely to identify body image concerns and
exposure to predators as the main risks that social media poses to
young people

Which of the following would you say present the biggest risk to young people from social
media? Select up to three.

Addictive social media apps

Digital footprints

Pornography

Exposure to predatory
criminals/paedophiles

Cyberbullying

Body image issues

Distraction from school work

Lack of time outdoors

Misinformation
Online gambling

Sleep deprivation

Radicalisation/exposure to harmful
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More in Common « January 2025

Almost three quarters of parents say they are
concerned about the impact of social media on their
children’s wellbeing. At least 70% of every group of
party supporters feel the same.

74% support increasing the age threshold for young
people to access social media. Again, at least 70% of
every voter group supports this idea.

When it comes to what people think are the biggest
threats to young people from social media, respondents
express a variety of concerns, from cyberbullying, to
exposure, to inappropriate content. However, women
are particularly likely to be concerned about social
media’s impact on how people think of their body
image (37% v 23% of men) and the exposure it offers to
predators (49% to 39%).



The ‘Adolescence’ effect

The parents of sons are particularly concerned about

Women are more likely to identify body image concerns and exposure to the impact that being online has on their children. 58%
predators as the main risks that social media poses to young people ’

e P o young PP, think that men and boys are too isolated from the rest
Select up to three. i
elect up to thre Of SOClety tOdaY-

All Parents to sons

Absence of positive male role

249
models -

More than a third (38%) think that one of the greatest
risks to young men and boys is exposure to ‘harmful’
male influencers, while 27% cite cyberbullying. There is
clearly concern among an increasing number of parents
about the affect online content has on how men think
about their own identity, masculinity, and women.

Absence of father figures

Poor support in schools and
education

Cyberbullying

Stigma around asking for help

Traditional ideas of what it
means to be a man

Negative responses to
expressing their masculinity

Harmful online male influencers

Limited access to mental health
services

Lack of economic and job
opportunities

“The Adolescence thing, a couple of months ago, the big Stephen Graham
thing. I learned a lot more from that because I didn't realise the different
coloured hearts meant stuff and the kids educated me in that. | think there
is a load of bullying that that goes on and we've just got to make sure they

Soreds More ih Gomimon « March 2095 question everything when they see it.”

Common

Loneliness and social isolation

Substance abuse and addiction
issues

Difficulty forming friendship
and relationships




The Online Safety Act

Support for the Online Safety Act is strongest among those
segments with the highest trust in institutions

This week, a law came into force which requires internet companies showing age-restricted content
to verify the age of their users, for example by using facial recognition, asking for Government ID, or
using credit card information. To what extent do you support or oppose this law?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support - Neither support nor oppose @ Don't know
® Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose

¥ i |
Progressive Activists _- 12 n_
Incrementalist Left _“ 1n H!
R
Sceptical Scrollers - 28 I!
Traditional Conservatives _ 17 nn
Dissenting Disruptors n- 19 n-

More in
Common

16

Established Liberals

More in Common « September 2025

59% support the Online Safety Act, while 20% are
opposed to it. The strongest support for the Act is
found among the Incrementalist Left and Established
Liberals - groups which tend to be the most trusting of
institutions - and Rooted Patriots, a segment with a
high level of threat perception and deep rooted worries
about the future and the wellbeing of future
generations.

Consolidating support among Rooted Patriots is key
for Labour. Not only are they a pivotal swing voter
group, essential to a Labour victory, but they are also
susceptible to appeals that channel concerns about
women’s safety into support for more restrictive
migration policies, rather than targeted action against
online harms, which they often present as limiting free
speech.



Women tend to be more supportive of the OSA than

men

@ Support the Online Safety Act @ Neutral/Don't know ® Oppose the Online Safety Act

- NG
-
- I
- I
-

More in
Common

34

34

Women

More in Common « August 2025

While a majority (51%) of men are
supportive of the Online Safety
Act, the figure among women is
67%.

This is the case in every age
bracket, but particularly among
those aged 18-24.

“There's no reason why these companies can't
do that (implement age verification)|...] It's not
a cost on us, it's a cost on them and there's no
reason why they shouldn't do it.”



Some groups are more likely to emphasise free speech

over protections

The segments with higher threat perception are more concerned
about children being able to outsmart the Online Safety Act than its
impact on free speech
From what you've seen and read about this policy so far, how concerned, if at all, are you about
the following?

All Incr talist Left Established Liberals

People’s personal information being
hacked when they upload it to verify
their age

Young people being able to get

around age checks by using VPNs 8

Social media companies restrictin
people’s ability to see politica 63
information that is critical of
immigration
People not being able to see harmless
information that has been incorrectly
labeled as age-restricted

66

Traditional

Dissenting
Conservatives

Sceptical Scroller Rooted Patriots Disruptors

People’s personal information being
hacked when they upload it to verify
their age

Young people being able to get
aroundga]ge checks b)gusing VIgNs

Social media companies restrictin
people’s ability to see politica
information that is critical of
immigration
People not being able to see harmless
information that has been incorrectly
labeled as age-restricted

More in

Common More in Common « August 2025

Those segments which tend to be more moderate and
incrementalist in their politics- as well as those with
high threat perception- tend to be less concerned about
the implications of the OSA on peoplée’s ability to access
information on social media about migration or other
information they deem ‘harmless’ because of age
verification.

Instead they are more concerned that the Act may not
be sufficient to protect young people. Meanwhile this
is not as high a priority for those on both the left and
the right, who are more concerned about the Act’s ‘free
speech’ implications.

Progressive Activists and Dissenting Disruptors are
both less likely than average to say that the government
should ensure children are protected from harmful
content, even if this means some content is incorrectly
labelled as harmful.



What do young people themselves think?

Most young people say it will be easy to bypass the Online Safety Act,
and only a third think it will make them safer online

Only 16 -17 Id .
(Onlyl6-17year olds) Young people are broadly supportive of some age
Recently, a new law meant that porn websites and other

:gz.rﬁiwi?; 'c:‘l'a:l?frfiia(:\ﬁ?grc‘)eyg‘::;i‘:ﬁ(riityisﬂf‘:;ryuo?r:g Would you say that laws to verify people’s ages on reStriCtio non SOCia I med ia' Ove r 60% Of 1 6 - 1 7 yea r
people to get around these age checks? age-restricted websites make you feel... . . . .
olds say there should be some age limit on social media

Very easy - at 14 or above.

Safer online

However, many do not think age verification will work.

SIS = Based on what they have heard over half think it will be
Mo diferent * easy to circumvent.
Don’t know 21
As aresult, teens are split on whether the OSA makes
Doritknow | 8 them feel safer online or not. While 34% say they will
omewhat difficu 18
Somevhat difiut feel safer, 36% say they won't.
Very difficult I Merenateiagniis Young women are marginally more likely than young
men to say the act makes them feel safer online.
OO More in

Q@ Common Source: More in Common, August 2025
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More in Common at Labour Party Conference 2025
All events take place in the Sherwood Arena Room, ACC, unless indicated otherwise

Monday 29 September

Come Together: A celebration of what connects us
More in Common, UCL Policy Lab and Citizen UK’s Labour conference reception with guest speaker Ed
Miliband MP, the Secretary of State for Energy and Net Zero

Tuesday 30 September

What the public thinks: What’s next for UK aid?
With Luke Tryl, Baroness Chapman, Dr Jeevun Sandher MP, Moazzam Malik and David Hudson

The heat is on: powering up Britain’s home energy transition
With Charlie Cooper, Luke Tryl, Martin McCluskey MP (invited), Tom lowe, Jane Dawson and Richard
Hauxwell-Baldwin

Things can only get hotter: Is ambition on climate and nature a route for electoral success?
With Fiona Harvey, Luke Tryl, Toby Perkins MP, Luke Murphy MP and Angela Francis

What do we think of the speech? Expert analysis of the Prime Minister’s speech to party conference

With Luke Tryl, Marc Stears, Josie Rourke, Tom Baldwin and Rachel Sylvester

™ More in
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7:30PM onwards
RIBA North
9AM-10AM

10AM-11AM
Nova Scotia

12:15PM-1:15PM

5:30PM-6:30PM



