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Civic
Pragmatists

Progressive
Activists

...agroup that
cares about
others at home
or abroad. They
wish for less
conflict and

more
compromise.

Disengaged
Battlers

...agroup that
are just getting
by. They blame
the system for
its unfairness,
but not other
people.

Established
Liberals

...agroup that
has done well
and means well
towards others,
but also sees a
lot of good in
the status quo.

Loyal
Nationals

...a patriotic
group who
worry that our
way of lifeis
threatened and
also feel our
society has
become more
unfair.

Disengaged

...agroup that
values a
well-ordered
society and
prides in hard
work. They
want strong
leadership that
keeps people in
line.

Backbone

Traditionalists Conservatives

...agroup who
are proud of
their country,
optimistic about
Britain’s future
and who keenly
follow the news.



How did the Seven Segments vote?
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Would the public
end the culture wars?



The public are worried about culture wars

To what extent are you worried about culture wars causing
social divisions in the UK today?

@ Very worried @ Somewhat worried ¢ Neither worried nor unworried @ Somewhat unworried
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Source: More in Common, September 2024

A majority of the public are concerned about
culture wars causing social divisions in the UK
today - with majorities across five of the British
Seven segments, including both Progressive
Activists and Loyal Nationals.

Why aren’t you concentrating on the big issues? It’s
so low down on my priority of what | want done in the
country. I'd read the first bit and then they'd be both
in the bin.

Janette, 59, Wokingham

[They] should be campaigning on getting Britain
booming again - the country is part broke and there
are far bigger issues to be writing and campaigning
about. So if | got that rubbish in my letterbox, it would
goright into the bin.

Philip, 56, Wokingham



The electoral benefits of culture wars are

limited

You have received the following leaflets from your local
candidates for Parliament. Based on the titles of the following
leaflets, which of them are you most and least likely to continue

reading?

Relative importance of issue

My plan to create jobs in our area

My plan to tackle anti-social behaviour

My plan to save the high street

My plan to fix potholes

My plan to tackle our local sewage crisis

My plan to improve air quality in our area

My plan to protect women’s only spaces

My plan to improve our bus routes

My plan to protect Britain’s values in public schools
My plan to save money by ending diversity training
My plan to tackle the conflict in the Middle East
My plan to save us from the woke blob

My plan to save our local pubs

My plan to protect our children from drag queens
My plan to right the wrongs of colonialism in our town
My plan to rename our local streets
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The public are more likely to engage with
electoral campaigns which focus on
bread-and-butter issues rather than so-called
‘culture war issues’ from the right or the left.

In focus groups, voters tell us that politicians
pushing culture war agendas show them that
they don’t understand their priorities or the
everyday challenges they face.

| think that there are much more pressing
issues that could be dealt with... we could be
progressing like changes like the economy,
like the NHS, like immigration, like knife
crime - | just can’t see how that’s come to the
top of the list.

Lauren, Wokingham



Voters see through politician-led culture wars

Which of the following comes closest to your view?
Ordinary people / Politicians usually talk about divisive issues because...
@ .. it is something they care deeply about @ ... they want to attract attention

Ordinary People Politicians

e = 53%
49% =
42%

£ o e
1% )
~26%) 30%)-3

-30%

50%

0%

-50%

R R o - T T R S
3 R X3 @ & @ -2 3 R @ @ & @ @
S 3 X @ © 2 N N 3 X @ © ? X
F & F ¥ & F F & @ FF & S
4‘?'? Q\’z’q S P Q}e & & @V Q\'Z’Q’ L P &é & &
£ O <§9 \\‘}\ N R P £ O g"’q &\’}\ oV A& P
g N N A @ @ N N N )
) O (2 X2 @ i ) O ) x? @ <
Q 3 Q""q \1_00 Q€ 3 2 (g,cb & o
& Q;»o & <F
o (O

. people power change
Common 38 Deg rees Source: More in Common, March 2024

The British public see through politicians
talking about divisive culture war issues. Most
believe politicians pursuing culture war
debates are doing it to attract attention.

However, when it comes to ordinary people
pursuing so-called ‘culture war’ debates, the
public are more likely to take them at face
value and see it as something they care about.

It’s like hot potato politics. It’s a statement
that’s getting made to polarise the
population where maybe certain areas of the
country will vote a certain way to that
statement. And it’s like a cheap way to try
and win somebody’s vote.

Gareth, Blyth



Public think both left and right are responsible for culture

wars

Thinking about culture wars in the UK, do you think they are...

@ Mostly caused or started by those on the left of politics
Mostly caused or started by those on the left or right of politics equally ¢ Don't know

@ Mostly caused or started by those on the right of politics
Al %/ % 25 35 %// %

Progressive Activists E 12 14

Civic Pragmatists H 33 37
Disengaged Battlers n 16 53
Established Liberals n 29 33

Loyal Nationals 36
Disengaged Traditionalists 43
Backbone Conservatives 28

More in

Common Source: More in Common, September 2024

The public are as likely to see culture wars as
the fault of the left of politics as they are the
right of politics.

Progressive Activists are the only segment
who overwhelmingly blame one side of
politics for causing culture wars - the other
segments have a more varied view, with
many saying they don’t know.

Progressive Activists are over-represented
among the Labour Party membership which
puts their view of the causes of culture wars
beyond median public opinion.



Ending culture wars requires more than decree

Thinking about whether the following institutions in Britain
respect people like you, which of the following comes closest
to your view?

@ Respect people like me

Charities | L 27
The National Trust “ 31
Schools |G I 31
The police - | R 24
The Military | 35 I
Universites TR 32
The courts | 34 %
The Labour Party [ E 28 3

Don't know @ Don'’t respect people like

The Church of England || ESEE 36 [ 29 |
The 83C | NEECI 29 38

The Civil Service || EEEZ 36 31

The RoyatForny | NN /30, I I

The Bank of England 33 4
The Conservative Party | EENENEN 25 5
Big Businesses 27 56

More in

Common Source: More in Common, September 2023

Ending the culture wars won'’t happen by
decree. It requires proper engagement
with the public and dealing with a series
of trust and respect challenges that both
the government and majority
institutions across the country face.

Significant minorities of the public think
the Labour Party, BBC and Civil Service
do not respect people like them.

Charities and institutions such as the
National Trust are viewed much better.



The challenge of
ending the culture wars



On issues such as free speech public attitudes are

nuanced

Britons see free speech as fundamental to
our democracy and 6 in 10 people
consider free speech under threat.

The public appreciate the nuance - in
focus group discussions, people express a
sentiment that free speech does not
mean freedom from consequences.

Effectively ending the culture wars means
creating a space for discussion and
understanding rather than closing
debates down.

“No platforming” refers to preventing someone from taking part in a public debate or meeting, due to them
holding views perceived as unacceptable or offensive. For each of the following speakers, please say whether you
think it would be acceptable or unacceptable to prevent them from speaking in a public debate or meeting:

Someone who incites racial hatred (¢}

Someone who argues that certain races are less intelligent (5)
than others :

Someone who argues that the holocaust didn't happen (@)

Someone who argues that trans women shouldn’t be able 15)
to take part in women-only sports

Someone who argues that men and women have different (o)
roles in society

Someone who wants to abolish the monarchy (@]
Someone with right-wing views @

Someone with left-wing views Q
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Public are more likely than not to think society is too

woke

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

@ UK society has become too woke
Don't know
Don't care

@ UK society has not become too woke
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Progressive Activists

12 W/%

Civic Pragmatists
Disengaged Battlers
Established Liberals

Loyal Nationals
Disengaged Traditionalists

Backbone Conservatives

More in

Common Source: More in Common, September 2024

Progressive Activists are the only segment
where a majority do not believe that society
is too woke.

Every other segment believes that UK
society is too woke, with majorities among
Loyal Nationals and Backbone
Conservatives.

For many Britons an ‘end to the culture
wars’ will mean avoiding Britain becoming
too ‘woke.



Appreciate that progressives are often outliers

Only Progressive Activists think it is helpful to criticise mistakes.

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

. It is helpful to criticise people for making mistakes on diversity issues so that they can learn from them ) Don’t know
. It is unhelpful to criticise people for making mistakes on diversity issues as it is more likely to make them feel embarrassed or
stupid

All

Progressive Activists

Civic Pragmatists

Disengaged Battlers

Established Liberals

Loyal Nationals
Disengaged
Traditionalists

Backbone
Conservatives



Beware of over-politicising institutions

Ending the culture wars shouldn’t just means ending Conservative criticism of institutions, it also
requires institutions themselves to consider whether what they are doing enrages or douses the flames

of a culture war

The Last Night of the Proms is the finale of the world's biggest classical music festival at the Royal Albert Hall in
London. It celebrates British tradition with patriotic music of the United Kingdom. Audience members typically wave
flags. Please indicate whether you think it is appropriate or inappropriate to wave each flag at this event.

The Union Jack @)
The St George’s Cross O
The Red Dragon @)
The Saltire o
The Tricolour O

The rainbow pride flag

The European or European Union flag ®
The Ukrainian flag ®
The Stars and Stripes @)
The Chinese flag @)

The Russian flag @
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Source: September 2024 « Net responding appropriate minus inappropriate

For each of the following please say whether you think it is appropriate for a
[business/university/police force] to:

@ Business @ University @ Police

Organise a remembrance service e—e-)
Condemn Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine e————e
Condemn Hamas’ attack on Israel e————@
Hold a Pride Event Co—
Condemn Israel's bombing of Gaza @———e
Support Black Lives Matter protests e__'(')

Promote Trans rights e—eo
Endorse a political party @———e
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Understand that progressives can be outliers

When you see the British flag flying, how does it make you feel?
@®Bad @ Good

More in
Common

Source: More in Common






