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About More in Common  

More in Common is a think tank and research agency working to bridge the gap between  

policymakers and the public and helping people in Westminster to understand those  

voters who feel ignored or overlooked by those in power. Our British Seven segmentation  

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƭŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

ground -breaking reports on a range of issues from climate and refugees to culture wars  to 

crime. We are a full -service research agency offering polling and focus group research  and 

are members of the British Polling Council.  

We are grateful to the Wates Family Enterprise Trust for supporting this work. We also 

acknowledge the contribution of the Town and Country Planning Association for their 

advice as we conducted the research for this report and are thankful for the Green 

InŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

experience of the issues explored in this report.   

More in Common has retained full editorial control over this report.  
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Foreword  

Britain has long held a public who love and care deeply for our environment. From the 

national symbols of the oak tree to the red rose, nature is the force which unites us across 

even the deepest political divides.  

CǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

are tough right now. People want change. This report highlights a growing malaise among 

the public that those in power cannot improve their lives. And yet it also highligh ts a great 

opportunity. It makes clear that a programme to improve the quality and condition of 

.ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

tonic to this rising discontent.  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩre seeing the success of politicians who make 

people feel heard, and a time when neighbourhood -level community empowerment 

approaches are being incredibly well received. The writing is on the wall. The answers are 

held  within communities, but they need support.  

 

hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƪŜȅ ŀǎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ 

large infrastructure but a bid for their communities to be involved in shaping and 

stewarding their green and blue spaces. Spaces which we know have myriad co -benef its, 

and the power to transform local ecosystems and the health and well -being of all who live, 

work, and play locally. Evidence shows that the benefits from such spaces reap multiple 

savings from the public purse in the long term ς health needs can be su pported, anti -social 

behaviour reduced, and community resilience strengthened.  

This report demonstrates that green spaces are a major source of pride and enjoyment for 

Britons of all backgrounds. It powerfully corrects any assumption that there is no political 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 

a priority.  

It should give our sector confidence that Britons share our passion for nature. By enabling 

a better understanding of how Britons conceive of urban green spaces and their benefits 

and what they want policymakers to do to improve them, this report represent s a valuable 

resource for policymakers, local authorities and those working across the field.  

With public trust in politics and the perceived ability of government to deliver meaningful 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǎƻ ƭƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 

spaces can help rebuild public confidence is more important than ever.  

My hope is that this report will encourage readers to go out and improve their communities 

and green spaces however they can, be that policy change, community empowerment or 

getting their hands in the soil. This mission is not only a moral imperative but o ne that is 

vital for tackling the forces that are driving our communities apart.  
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Jonny Wates, Trustee, Wates Family Enterprise Trust  

https://www.wfet.org.uk/sustainability/  

  

https://www.wfet.org.uk/sustainability/


Parks, Pride and Place  

   6 

Executive Summary  

The founding motivations for this report were quite unique.  

Each month More in Common is privileged to organise and moderate dozens of focus 

groups to hear the views of Britons of all backgrounds and political inclinations up and 

down the country. At the start of our focus group discussions, to make participants fe el 

comfortable sharing their views, we ask an icebreaker question. Often we ask άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜΚέ Regardless of where participants are from, whether it is 

urban or rural, whether they are young or old or what their voting preferences are, almost 

always a majority of participants will say one thing: their local parks and green spaces.  

This made us question why if Britons love their parks and green spaces so much, are they 

rarely, if at all, considered a political priority by policymakers? From conversations with 

policymakers and green space and nature campaigners it became clear that th is is because 

there is an assumption that there is little political credit and few votes to be won on this 

issue. 

It is this assumption that this report seeks to test.  

This report, drawing on a survey of 3,000 Britons and four focus groups of voters in the key 

electoral battlegrounds of Wakefield, Scunthorpe, Grimsby and inner city Birmingham, 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ 

tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ 

ŦƻǊ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄ ƻŦ aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ - 

demonstrating their potential as a unifying source of local pride.  

Our research also found that Britons see, define and value green spaces in a more 

instrumental way than some in the nature sector traditionally have. When Britons conceive 

of high -quality green spaces they focus on their enjoyment of them rather than the i ntrinsic 

environmental value they might possess.  

The enjoyment Britons gain from their green spaces is rich and multi -faceted. However, 

Britons are clear that the mental health benefits they see spending time in green spaces as 

bringing are the most important benefit they offer - this is true for voters of all parties and 

six of the seven segments. It is clear that green spaces play a vital role in allowing Britons 

to decompress from their increasingly stressful lives.  

²ƘƛƭŜ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

real barriers which are restricting their enjoyment of them. Anti -social behaviour and a lack 

of safety are the biggest barriers stopping Britons from spending more time in their green 

spaces. A failure to tackle this and to keep parks and green spaces well maintained and 

clear of litter is, for many Britons, driving a sense that their local communities are in decline 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛs. 
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Our research indicates there would likely be widespread support for any reasonable form 

ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ .Ǌƛǘƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

want government, both at the national and local level, to empower local communiti es with 

the resources they need to take stewardship and responsibility for improving their own 

green spaces.  

²ƘƛƭŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩs parks and green spaces also have the potential 

to play a much bigger role in reversing the pessimism and frustration that is currently 

ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƻƻŘ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ ! ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƛves and communities is driving this anger.  

¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ tǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ tƭŀŎŜ 

Strategy is wise. Britons want their parks and green spaces to form a key part of restoring 

pride back into their communities and believe funding to support the impr ovement of 

ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϻр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ tǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ 

Place funding pot.  

!ƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ΨƳŀȄŘƛŦŦΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǎ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǊ bI{ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ 

and green spaces presents a significant opportunity to improve Briton ǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

government to improve their lives and local communities - an opportunity of greater 

magnitude than the reduction of legal migration levels represents.  

If politicians, at all levels, want to protect or grow their support amid growing anti -system 

sentiment in Britain then they must persuade voters that they are capable of improving their 

lives and communities. Focusing on protecting the quality of the one thing, parks and green 

spaces, Britons are most proud of is clearly a good starting point for achieving this.  
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The seven segme nts  

¦ǎƛƴƎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ŎƻǊŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎΣ aƻǊŜ ƛƴ 

Common has developed a unique segmentation of the British public. This segmentation 

allows us to look upstream not just at what different groups think, but why they t hink it, 

reflecting fundamental differences between groups in how they relate to authority, change, 

community and the future.   

aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

are referred to throughout this report:  

Progressive Activists - 12 per  cent of the population  

A highly engaged and globally -minded group driven by concerns about social justice. 

Politically active but feeling increasingly alienated from mainstream party politics, they 

prioritise issues such as climate change and international affairs. Occasionally outliers on 

social issues, they maintain a strongly held and sometimes uncompromising approach to 

their beliefs.  

Incrementalist Left - 21 per cent of the population  

A civic -minded, community -oriented group holding views which are generally left -of -

centre but with an aversion to the extreme; they prefer gradual reform over revolutionary 

change. They trust experts and institutions yet are largely tuned out of day -to -day politics 

and can be conflict -averse, stepping away from issues they see as particularly fraught or 

complex.  

 Established Liberals - 9 per cent of the population  

A prosperous, confident segment who believe the system broadly works as it is and who 

trust experts to deliver continued progress. They have a strong belief in individual agency 

which can make them less empathetic to those who are struggling. Institutional ly trusting, 

they maintain faith in democratic processes and have a strong information -centric way of 

engaging with issues.  

Sceptical Scrollers - 10 per cent of the population  

A digitally -native group whose unhappiness with the social contract means they have lost 

faith in traditional institutions and seek alternative sources of truth online. Often shaped by 

their experience of the Covid pandemic, they prefer individual influenc ers over mainstream 

media and are increasingly drawn to conspiratorial thinking.  

Rooted Patriots - 20 per cent of the population  

A patriotic but politically untethered group which feels abandoned and overlooked by 

political elites and yearns for leaders with common sense, but does not want to overthrow 

the system as a whole. They are particularly concerned about community decline an d the 

pressures of migration. Interventionist on economics but conservative on social issues, 

they have shaped much of Britain's politics over the past decade.  
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Traditional Conservatives - 8 per cent of the population  

Respectful of authority and tradition, Traditional Conservatives believe in individual 

responsibility and established norms that have served them well. Nostalgic for the past but 

optimistic about the future, they are deeply sceptical of many forces of chan ge such as 

immigration or the path to net -zero. 

Dissenting  Disruptors - 20 per cent of the population  

Frustrated with their circumstances and with an appetite for radical solutions, Dissenting 

Disruptors crave dramatic change and strong leadership. Highly distrustful of institutions, 

opposed to multiculturalism and feeling disconnected from society, they a re drawn to 

political movements that promise to overhaul the status quo and put people like them first.  

Voting patterns of the Segments  
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The Backdrop - a collapse in confidence in 

hpwfsonfouƗt!bcjmjuz!up!nblf!uijoht!cfuufs 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀ ōƭŜŀƪ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƳƻƻŘΦ .Ǌƛǘƻƴǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

struggle, while many, and particularly those who now intend to vote for Reform UK,  feel that 

the condition of their local communities is in decline as well. Increasingly, disillusionment 

is turning into anger at those in power.   

While this frustration with the state and direction of Britain is being channelled towards 

ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎŀǳǎŜΥ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

!ǎ aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ Change Pending report  showed, Britons voted for change at the 

last General Election. For Labour supporters a desire for change was the dominant driver 

of their vote. Labour voters, and Britons overall, had genuine hope that a Labour 

government would be capable of delivering th is change. Asked immediately after the 

General Election, 54 per cent of Britons and 84 per cent of 2024 Labour voters said they 

expected the Labour government to improve the lives of people like them. Just over a year 

later, the proportion of Britons who t hink the government will improve the lives of people 

like them has halved to just 27 per cent - among 2024 Labour voters just 57 per cent say 

they expect the government to improve their lives.  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

communities as well as their own lives. Three quarters (74 per cent) of Britons do not expect 

the Labour government to help improve their local area or community. Fro m our focus 

group conversations in Wakefield, Scunthorpe, Grimsby and inner city Birmingham it 

https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/our-work/research/change-pending/


Parks, Pride and Place  

   11 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨƭŜŦǘ-ōŜƘƛƴŘΩΣ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

confidence in government to improve their communities was even lower. Indeed, among 

those who say their local area is in a bad state, confidence is even lower than  it is across 

the public as a whole: 85 per cent of Britons who think their area is in a bad state do not 

expect the government to improve their local communities.  

ƙI think what people are forgetting is that all these parks, what's the common thing 

uifz!ibwf!bnpohtu!fbdi!puifs@!UifzƗsf!nbjoubjofe!boe!pxofe!cz!uif!djuz!dpvodjm-!

mpdbm!bvuipsjujft!uifzƗsf!bmm!cbolsvqu/!Tp!uibu(t!uif!sfbtpo!xiz!jo!uif!mbtu!zfbs!ps!tp!

ther e's been a decline in the state of these parks. Some people have obviously 

mentioned community spirit, community pride, that does have a link to it. 

Ultimately the parks are cleaned, maintained, repaired by the council which is 

dvssfoumz!cbolsvquƚ/ 

Mohammed, a security guard living in Birmingham  

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀōƻǳǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

their post -election collapse in support. 81 per cent of Labour to Reform switchers and 68 

ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǳǊ ǘƻ [ƛō 5ŜƳκDǊŜŜƴ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ [ŀōƻǳǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƛƳǇrove their lives 

while 87 per cent of Labour to Reform switchers and 70 per cent of Labour to Lib 

Dem/Green switchers believe the government will not help improve their local 

communities.  

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩs eyes, blame for the feeling that those in power are incapable of making 

improvements to their lives and communities extends beyond simple incompetence. 

Increasingly, ordinary Britons feel that those in power do not care about them or their local 

communit ies. 84 per cent of Britons believe that politicians do not care about people like 
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ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ тт ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

community. While dislike and negative perceptions of the motivations of politicians is 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

institutions and systems.   

ƙXf!offe!qfpqmf!uibu!dbsf!bcpvu!pvs!dpnnvojujft/!Uif!dpvodjm!epo(u!dbsf!bcpvu!

our community. So we need to make sure the people getting funding do care about 

pvs!dpnnvojuzƚ/ 

Stacey, a homemaker living in Grimsby  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ 

fed into a belief that the party represents a continuation of the previous Conservative 

governments, rather than the change Britons voted for at the last election. Ask ed directly, 

seven in ten (70 per cent) Britons say the new government feels like more of the same rather 

than genuinely different when compared to the previous Conservative government. A 

ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ όрп ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘύ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǳǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ нлнп ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎƻǾŜǊnment feels like more 

of the same with 82 per cent of Labour to Reform switchers and 86 per cent of Labour to 

Lib Dem/Green switchers saying this.   
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This perceived lack of change is also driving a particularly acute problem for Labour in areas 

ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭ ΨƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘΩΦ [ŀōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ уп ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ нлнп ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

politicians do care about areas like their local community but just 51 per cent of their voters 

who feel politicians do not care about areas like their local community. This holds huge 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŀƳƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ ²ŀƭƭΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ 

wƻƻǘŜŘ tŀǘǊƛƻǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

their local com munity and the segment that best captures Red Wall voters, perceptions of 

Labour representing more of the same are even more entrenched than they are with British 

public as a whole and belief that Labour will not improve their local area is ten percentage 

points higher than among Britons overall.   

ƙUifsfƗt!opu!b!mpu!pg!uijoht!gps!qfpqmf!up!ep/!Uifsf!jt!opuijoh/!Ibmg!uif!qvct!bsf!

closing, so you've got no night life if you wanted to go out, but there's just nothing 

jo!uif!qsfdjodu!uibu!zpv!dpvme!hp!boe!ep!ifsfƟƚ 

Debbie, works in a Chinese takeaway in Grimsby  
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The role that green spaces can play in 

addressing this malaise  

In focus group conversations up and down the country, with participants of all political 

backgrounds, we often ask people to say what their favourite thing about their local area is 

as an icebreaker question. In almost every part of the country, most parti cipants say the 

parks, green spaces and nature they have access to. This was the genesis of this project.  

When asked what their biggest source of pride in their local area is in their own words, 

green spaces and a strong sense of community pride were the dominant responses for our 

3,000 person sample.  

 

 
 
One in three Britons (32 per cent) say their parks and green spaces are their biggest source 

of pride in their local area, making them the largest source of local pride in place with local 

nature in second place and selected by a quarter of Britons (26 per  cent). Collectively, half 

of Britons (51 per cent) select at least one of the two. Similarly, asked for their favourite thing 

in the local area a similar pattern emerges with a third (33 per cent) saying their parks and 

green spaces, the most of any optio ns offered to them.  

ƙUif!cftu!uijoh!bcpvu!xifsf!J!mjwf-!J(n!jo!b!wjmmbhf/!J!mjwf!pqqptjuf!b!qbsl-!xijdi!jt!

xpoefsgvm!uispvhipvu!uif!ebz/ƚ 

April, works in finance living in Wakefield  

 

Thinking about where you are from, in a few words what makes you most proud of 

your local area?  



Parks, Pride and Place  

   15 

ƙXf!mptf!b!mpu!pg!hsffo!tqbdft!evf!up!ipvtjoh!efwfmpqnfou!boe!uijoht!mjlf!uibu/!

And it's only increasing with the more people that we have in the UK. We need the 

housing obviously. But these green spaces are important for when you just need 

to just let go of all of the people running around your mind and being in your ear 

and things like that. So I think that the value of nature is actually really big for a lot 

pg!qfpqmf!boe!ftqfdjbmmz!gps!nf-!uif!obuvsf!gps!nf!jt!sfbmmz-!sfbmmz!jnqpsubouƚ/  

Georgie, an administrator living in Scunthorpe  

 
Crucially, while policymakers can sometimes assume that a love of parks and green spaces 

is the preserve of only middle class liberals, this is simply not the case. Parks and green 

spaces are the biggest source of local pride for six of our seven segments,  with Sceptical 

Scrollers the sole exception, and are a greater source of local pride for our Red Wall style 

Rooted Patriots than the Progressive Activists who dominate much of the environmental 

movement. This unity also extends to political parties as par ks and green spaces are the 

top source of local pride for both the 2024 and current voters of every party - with those 

currently intending to vote Reform fractionally more likely to opt for parks and green spaces 

than those currently intending to vote Labo ur. 

 
 
Similarly, a strong appreciation of local parks and green spaces extends beyond those with 

the greatest access to them. Parks and green spaces are the largest source of local pride 
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for those living in urban and city centre areas. Urbanite Britons are more likely to say parks 

and green spaces are their greatest source of local pride than Britons overall, while those 

living in large towns are the most likely of all Britons to say parks  and green spaces are their 

greatest source of local pride. Britons across the income distribution are also unified on the 

important role of parks and green spaces in building community pride. With the exception 

of those with middling household incomes (th ƻǎŜ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ϻплΣллл ŀƴŘ ϻрлΣллл 

ŀƴŘ ϻрлΣллл ŀƴŘ ϻслΣлллΣύ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 

all income groups. The prioritisation of green spaces only falls among middle -income 

groups because of their disproportional citing of local nature as a source of local pride.  

 
 
The government has recently recognised the importance of place -making and restoring 

ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴǘƻ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ tǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ tƭŀŎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ Lƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

conversations, a sense that their public spaces are crumbling and their towns and 

commu nities are in decline is for many Britons at the heart of driving their perception that 

.Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ.ǊƻƪŜƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

public will only start being tackled when Britons feel the visible problems  in their 

communities and shared spaces, including their parks and green spaces, are beginning to 

be addressed.  

ƙHpe-!xibu(t!nz!gbwpvsjuf!uijoh!bcpvu!Hsjntcz@!J!epo(u!sfbmmz!lopx/!Ju(t!b!cju!pg!b!

tijuipmfƟ!J!hvftt!jg!zpv!mppl!pvu!up!uif!tfb!uifo!zpv!epo(u!sfbmjtf!zpv(sf!mjwjoh!jo!

uijt!evnqƚ/ 

Tom, works in an auction house living in Grimsby  
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Though they are not without their own challenges, which will be examined in greater detail 

ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 

this country still feel positively towards. If the government is to ach ieve its ambition of 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ 

parks and green spaces, are looked after so they can continue to be a source of local pride 

would be wise.  
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What are these green spaces that Britons love 

so much?  

Discussions with the nature and green spaces sector threw up a number of definitions of 

what a good quality green space is. In early focus group conversations there was no single 

ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ a 

stronger emphasis on local parks and a lighter focus on the more expansive definition of 

green spaces, inclusive of things like verges, which the sector deploys. It was clear that 

green spaces mean different things for different people and in different places. 1 

¢ƻ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌƻōǳǎǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ .Ǌƛǘƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΩ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ-

based experiment was run in the quantitative survey. Participants were randomly shown 

photographs of up to four out of eight different green spaces, of varying quality, and asked 

to rate how much of a green space they considered them to be on a ten point scale where 

zero denoted a space that was not at all a green space and 10 denoted a completely green 

space. 

This experiment indicated the existence of a small but important difference between the 

nature sector and the general public on the definition of a green space. While greater 

emphasis is placed on the importance of nature and biodiversity in green spaces b y some 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭŜƴƛŜƴǘ 

and simple. Among the public, a photo of a nature depleted community football pitch, with 

a mean score of 7.3 out of 10, outperformed a photo of a community  flower garden in a park 

full of trees and richer biodiversity - mean score of 6.7 out of 10. The full set of photos shown 

to the public, and their mean scores, can be found in the report appendix.  

 

 

1 Conscious of these different interpretations of green spaces, participants, after 
completing the photo exercise, were shown the following definition of green spaces and 
instructed that this is what would be meant by green spaces in subsequent survey 
questiƻƴǎΦ .ȅ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƻǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ 
the public ς for instance parks, playing fields, community gardens, river banks or canal 
sides, woodlands, or grassy areas between houses or at the edges of roads  
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Football pitch  

¶ Average score by public: 7.3/10  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Community Flower Garden  

¶ Average score by public: 6.7/10  

 

Those living further from green spaces have lower expectations of what constitutes a green 

space. With the exception of a photo of a valley replete with natural trees and grass, which 

81 per cent of Britons ranked as a completely green (10 out of 10), thos e living in urban areas 

and those living more than a 20 minute walk away from a green space were more likely to 

rank all of our photos with higher scores, suggesting their bar for what constitutes a green 

space is lower. In the parts of Britain where acces s to quality green spaces and nature is 

lowest, given these reduced expectations, even small improvements to local parks and 

green spaces could generate real rewards and credit for those delivering them.  
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Why do Britons love their green spaces so 

much?  

The attributes which make a green space a high quality one   

While Britons may not be unified over the definition of a green space, there is greater public 

consensus on what makes a green space a high quality one: good quality nature and 

cleanliness. Asked directly what features make a green space a high -quality gre en space, 

two in five Britons (41 per cent) say diverse natural wildlife and plants making it the most 

important factor. Proper maintenance of the grass, plants and natural features, free entry 

and the space being clean and free from litter or vandalism we re other top factors.  

ƙGps!nf-!J!kvtu!mjlf!tjuujoh!boe!cfjoh!bcmf!up!tju!boe!mjtufo!up!cjsetƚ/ 

Stuart, out of work due to disability living in Wakefield  

 

 ƙJut!b!tibnfƟ!zpv!hp!epxo!jo!uif!tvnnfs!boe!bgufs!tdpsdijoh!ipu!tvooz!ebz-!zpv!

tff!uif!cfbdi!uif!ofyu!ebz!boe!ju(t!bctpmvufmz!gvmm!pg!mjuufs!boe!usbtiƚ. 

Tom works in an auction house worker and lives in Grimsby  

 

On the face of it, this emphasis on nature in determining the quality of a green space may 

seem out of kilter with the fact that Britons put a relatively low weight on it when identifying 

green spaces in our photo experiment. However, in focus group conver sations, it was clear 

that Britons see green spaces as an instrumental asset - focusing on the benefits they bring 

to them directly rather than the intrinsic value they may create for the environment. This is 

particularly the case for those who live in are as with less access to green space. Those in 

rural areas are more likely to select the presence of diverse natural wildlife and plants to see 

(46 per cent) as being a key factor for a high quality green space while those in urban areas 

and city centres are  more likely to select the good maintenance of the space (43 per cent) 

and the presence of play and exercise facilities and hosting of community events. Among 

those living within a five minute walk of a green space, the share selecting the presence of 

dive rse natural wildlife and plants to see rises to 47 per cent compared to a 26 per cent 

share among those more than a 20 minute walk away from green space.  
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The benefits green spaces bring to Britons  

This instrumental viewing of green spaces can also be seen in the prioritisation of the 

perceived benefits green spaces bring local communities. Asked why having access to 

green spaces is important, the most commonly selected reasons are all benefits broug ht 

to local people directly rather than intrinsic benefits brought to nature and the environment 

more broadly. In clear first place is the mental health benefits they bring - seen as a top 

priority by two fifths (40 per cent) of Britons. The presence of go od quality nature and 

ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ .Ǌƛǘƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ 

of this rather than the perceived value to the environment. Half of Britons (51 per cent) either 

say their enjoyment in seeing wildlife or their ability to connect with nature are top benefits 

of having access to green spaces compared to only a third (35 per cent) who opt for either 

the benefits to the environment improved biodiversity brings or the local environmental 

benefits, like improved  air quality, green spaces bring.  

ƙTp!J!qfstpobmmz!epo(u!esjwf!tp!J!rvjuf!mjlf!ibwjoh!ju!\hsffo!tqbdf^!po!nz!eppstufq!

boe!cfdbvtf!J!xpsl!gspn!ipnf!bt!xfmmƟ!uibu!hfut!nf!pvu!boe!bcpvu!tp!zpv!dbo!hfu!

a bit of fresh air when, I call it cabin fever, when you're working from home all the 

ujnfƚ/ 
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Jonny, works in IT and lives in Wakefield  

 

aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ {ŜǾŜƴ {ŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 

ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ōǊƛƴƎΦ [ƛƪŜ 

much of the charitable or third sector,  many of those managing and volunteering in the 

green spaces sector will be Progressive Activists. Progressive Activists are the only 

segment to see the intrinsic biodiversity benefits green spaces bring as one of their most 

important benefits. A third (34  per cent) of Progressive Activists select this - 11 percentage 

points higher than any other segment. In contrast, there is a strong cross -segment 

consensus that the mental health benefits and connection with nature they facilitate are 

ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛmportant benefits. All but one segment (the older and more mental 

health sceptic Traditional Conservatives segment) select the mental health benefits they 

bring as the most important benefit of green spaces, while their facilitation of connection 

to nature  ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΩ ǘƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΦ 

 

 

https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/media/refmpx3b/progressive-activists-more-in-common-2025.pdf
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This strong consensus on the mental health benefits that green spaces bring was also 

borne out in all four of our focus group discussions where participants proactively brought 

up the role that being able to spend time in green spaces play in helping them to switch 

off from the stresses of life and improving their mental wellbeing.  

ƙCsjohjoh!qfpqmf!uphfuifs!jo!mpdlepxo/!Xfmm!J!hpu!nz!eph!kvtu!cfgpsf!boe!J!bmxbzt!

thought that walking my dog, I thought that would always be such an effort but it 

is really not. It is probably one of the best parts of my day. I love taking him for a 

walk.ƚ 

Lisa, a legal assistant in Scunthorpe  

 

ƙJ!kvtu!uijol!uibu!qbslt!bsf!tp!jnqpsubou!cfdbvtf!uifo-!fwfo!jg!ljet!mjwf!jo!bo!bsfb!

let's say, where they've not got a really nice space, they've still got somewhere 

they could sit on the grass or be able to sit with a friends and discuss problems or 

famimz!uspvcmftƟ!ep!zpv!hfu!xibu!J(n!tbzjoh@ƚ 

Josh, studying for an apprenticeship in Grimsby  

 

A source of consensus and shared community enjoyment  

Lƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŦǊŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ 

as the foundation for strong political consensus. The top perceived benefit of green spaces 

for   2024 Reform voters is their enjoyment from seeing wildlife, demonstrating the role 

green spaces and nature can play as a more palatable bridge into environmental issues for 

those who are more wary of climate action. For the Labour Party,   the core of their vote is 

united by a recognition of the important role that access to green space can play in 

supporting strong mental health. Prioritisation of the importance of the mental health 

benefits of green spaces is strongest among the Increment alist Left, who make up a third 

ƻŦ [ŀōƻǳǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǾƻǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ wƻƻǘŜŘ tŀǘǊƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ 5ƛǎǊǳǇǘƻǊǎ - whose coalescing 

around Reform risks wiping the party out in the Red Wall.  
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Green spaces are also seen as a genuinely shared community asset - something that is 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀƳƛŘ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ȊŜǊƻ-sum approach to politics. From focus 

group conversations it is clear that the economic insecurity that many Britons face  and the 

distrust of politicians to address this is making them increasingly sceptical and zero -sum. 

Britons increasingly see politics and policies as always having winners and losers with few 

Britons ever believing they will be the beneficiaries. Promises  that the government will take 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

focus group conversations are almost always met with suggestions that there must be a 

catch. Green spaces are seen as a collective ass et however, allowing them to escape this 

trap. Asked who benefits the most from green spaces in their area, three fifths of Britons (61 

per cent) reject the premise of this question and say everyone benefits equally.  
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The electorally key Rooted Patriots (70 per cent) are particularly likely to say this but a 

majority of all but one of the Seven Segments (Sceptical Scrollers) agree with this and 

majorities of voters of every party also say this. Britons feel that if thei r green spaces are 

improved then they will personally benefit, a depressingly unique attribute for a policy 

outcome to have in Britain today.  
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green spaces  

Britons feel they can access their green spaces  

hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ .ǊƛǘƻƴǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 

spaces. Asked directly, just five per cent of Britons say it is either somewhat or very difficult 

for them to access green spaces with 80 per cent of Britons saying it is  either somewhat or 

very easy. This positive story of access broadly applies across the population as while for 

some groups, like those struggling to afford their basic costs and those living beyond a 20 

minute walk of a green space, the proportion saying it is difficult for them to access green 

spaces may be higher, it only reaches 15 per cent and clear majorities still say it is easy for 

them to access green spaces. Indeed, while disabled people 2 do face more barriers in 

accessing green spaces, only 14 per cent say it is difficult for them to access green spaces, 

though this does rise to 19 per cent for those with a mobility impairment.  

 

ƙJ!nfbo!J(wf!hpu!511!bdsft!pg!nfbepxt!po!nz!eppstufq-!xijdi!jt!rvjuf!ojdf/!Ju!ibt!

got the playground in the football pitch but there's a lot of open spaces on that. 

Bddftt!gps!nf!jto(u!csjmmjbou!cfdbvtf!uifsfƗt!bo!bxgvm!mpu!pg!epht!vq!uifsfƚ/ 

Stuart, out of work due to disability living in Wakefield  

 

 

 

2  Defined as those who have a long -term health condition or illness lasting or expected to 
last for at least 12 months which affects their ability to carry out day -to -day activities.  
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Safety and anti -social behaviour represent key barriers to 

CsjupotƗ!gvmm!fokpznfou!pg!hsffo!tqbdft! 

However, from our focus group discussions it became clear that while there may not be 

major barriers stopping Britons from accessing green spaces, there are significant barriers 

preventing them from enjoying  their green spaces. In line with wider research, we found 

divergent experiences of green spaces. In Wakefield and Scunthorpe, participants were 

overwhelmingly positive about their local green spaces but in inner city Birmingham and 

Grimsby, participants we re much more negative. These negative experiences in 

Birmingham and Grimsby were driven by concerns around the safety and cleanliness of 

their local green spaces with anti -social behaviour, including littering, at the heart of this. 

¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜrmine their overall enjoyment of green spaces to the same extent, 

concerns around safety and anti -social behaviour in green spaces were still pervasive in 

Scunthorpe and Wakefield with flytipping, littering, loitering, drug dealing and 

consumption and the dangerous riding of bikes/motor bikes all coming together to often 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

some green spaces, namely downtrodden facilities and unkempt grass and plants, was 

also raised by partic ipants, this was less of an emotive issue for them.  

ƙJ!epvcu!uif!dpvodjm!xpvme!lffq!ju!nbjoubjofe-!fjuifs!cfdbvtf!bt!tppo!bt!uifz(wf!

got it settled, nice and pretty, well guess what? The next week you're going to get 

a bunch of hoodlums going in there just to trash it and spray paint it just for shits 

and gjhhmftƚ/ 

Peter, works in a fish and chip shop in Grimsby  
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Mortaza, a school teacher living in Birmingham  

 
These concerns around safety and anti -social behaviour came out strongly in our survey. 

Asked what, if any, are the biggest barriers stopping our respondents from accessing green 

ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŀƴǘƛ-social behaviour (selected by 17 per cent ) came in 

second place, behind only the inclement weather. Take those selecting at least one of anti -

social behaviour in green spaces and feeling unsafe as their top reasons together however 

and this comes out on top with a quarter (25 per cent) of Britons  selecting at least one of 

the two. These concerns over safety in green spaces closely match the values divide in 

aƻǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƻƴΩǎ {ŜǾŜƴ {ŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴǘƛ-system Dissenting Disruptor (29 per 

cent), Sceptical Scroller (28 per cent) and Rooted Patriots  (28 per cent) are particularly likely 

to see safety as a key barrier preventing them from enjoying green spaces. In contrast, 

Progressive Activists (17 per cent) and Established Liberals (18 per cent), the two segments 

which are likely most overrepresente d in the nature/green spaces sector are much less 

likely to see safety threats, helping to explain the prioritisation gap between campaigners 

and the public around safety in green spaces. Politically, the government has identified that 

tackling anti -social  behaviour will be vital for winning back the support of Labour to Reform 

switchers. Incorporating a focus on tackling anti -social behaviour in green spaces would 

be a good starting point for this as, by itself, anti -social behaviour (24 per cent) is the b iggest 

barrier to enjoying green spaces for these voters.  
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Who are safety concerns most salient for?  

It is also clear that safety concerns are particularly restricting the ability of women to enjoy 

green spaces. While women are only marginally more likely than men (7 per cent to 3 per 

cent) to say they face difficulties in accessing green spaces, it is cl ear that darkness creates 














































