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Civic
Pragmatists

Progressive
Activists

...agroup that
cares about
others, at home
or abroad. They
wish for less
conflict and

more
compromise.

Disengaged
Battlers

...agroup that
are just getting
by. They blame
the system for
its unfairness,
but not other
people.

Established
Liberals

...agroup that
has done well
and means well
towards others,
but also sees a
lot of good in
the status quo.

Loyal
Nationals

...a patriotic
group, who
worry that our
way of lifeis
threatened and
also feel our
society has
become more
unfair.

Disengaged

...agroup that
values a
well-ordered
society and
prides in hard
work. They
want strong
leadership that
keeps people in
line.

Backbone

Traditionalists Conservatives

...agroup who
are proud of
their country,
optimistic about
Britain’s future,
and who keenly
follow the news.



How did the Seven Segments vote?
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The public’s starting
points on security



Confidence in Britain's ability to defend

ourselves

How confident are you that the British military, with support
from its allies, could defend the UK from military threats
from...

@ Very confident @ Somewhat confident @ Not that confident @ Not confident at all
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Source: More in Common, May 2024

Public confidence in Britain’s ability to
defend itself is low.

More than half the public say there are
not confident that Britain could defend
itself from military threats from China
or Russia.

Although they are more confident
about fending off threats from Iran or
North Korea.



Public twice as likely to think we spend too little on

defence

Do you think the amount the government spends on defence
is...

@ Too much
About the right amount
b The public are more than twice as likely
o . " to think that the government doesn't
wa i spend enough on defence (38 per cent)
Progressive ffiviss & 19| than too much (17 per cent). Only among
Givio Pragmelists s Progressive Activists do more think we
Disengaged Battlers RS spend too much and than too little.
o Uéerals — This is a view held most strongly among
oyeietons® T Red wall (Loyal National) voters who will
Disengsged Treditianslicts be key to a Conservative comeback.
T
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Strong public support for increased defence

spendin

How important would you say each of the following are to
ensuring Britain’s national security?

Increasing the amount we spend on defence

@ Very important @ Somewhat important Don'tknow @ Not thatimportant
@ Not important at all
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gg:n:gn Source: More in Common, May 2024

While the public are unsure whether
defence spending will increase or not -
they see such anincreased as integral to
Britain’s national security.

This is a view that commands support
across our seven segments - but most
particularly among Red Wall-Loyal
National voters



How should Britain intervene overseas?

Britons want the UK to take a humanitarian
approach before military intervention
You said that the UK should sometimes intervene in some global conflicts.

Would you support the UK intervening in the following ways in some global
conflicts?

Sending humanitarian aid
Providing training
Intelligence sharing
Financial support
Providing weapons

Sending troops

Source: More in Common, September 2024

None of the above

Don't know I

More in
Common

Britons are pragmatic about war. Their
instinct on all conflict is to want peace,
but they are not pacifists, and appreciate
that sometimes confrontation is
necessary to secure Britain’s interests
and longer-term peace.

Increasing the visibility of humanitarian
and non-military interventions will
increase support for military
interventions when they are necessary



The politics of national security



Conservatives are naturally more trusted on

securit

. congir
Going into this election, 40
Labour were more trusted
on every issue apart from
foreign affairs - where the e
Conservatives had a slight 20 v v |
lead that has only increased T | e e
since the election. °‘ o
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Labour is currently not trusted on national

securit

Half of Britons don't trust Labour on national
security

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

@ The Labour Party is a safe pair of hands on the global stage

Don't know
@ The Labour Party is not a safe pair of hands on the global stage

Almost half the country say that Labour is g % A/
not a safe pair of hands on national Progressive Activists [ I N BN
security - with Blue Wall Established Civic Pragmatists | I 40 |
Liberals and Red Wall Loyal Nationals Disengaged Battlers [JIECHN [ 40 |
both more likely to think this than not. Established Liberals | NI I
Loyal Nationals “ “

Disengaged Traditionalists n “

gg:n:gn Source: More in Common, September 2024



But the Conservatives’ reputation is more

mixed

Thegublic are split on whether to trust the
onservatives on national security

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

@ The Conservative Party is a safe pair of hands on the global stage

In contrast, the Conservatives are more Don'tknow _ _
@ The Conservative Party is not a safe pair of hands on the global stage

trusted by everyone apart from the two
most progressive segments. ATl % 777

Progressive Actvists [EEI
That said, while the Conservatives are Civic Pragmatists [ e
trusted more than Labour are with Red Disengaged Battlers [JfEN
Wall Loyal National voters, these voters Established Liberals [ N 19 |
are still skeptical that the Conservatives Loyal Nationals [JIEENIN [ 40 |
are a safe pair of hands. Disengaged Traditionalists || IEZNH I

: ggrrnen:gn Source: More in Common, September 2024



But foreign affairs is not a traditional “political”

issue

Very few Britons want to see political
parties set out and debate distinct
positions on foreign policy - they would
much rather see the government and
opposition work together on this issue

(more so than any issue other than the
NHS)

The public want parties to work together on
national security and defence

For each of the following issues, please indicate whether you would like to
see political parties set out their own views and debate or whether they
should work together and come to an agreement

@ Parties should work together and come to an agreement
Not sure

@ Parties should set out and debate their own positions

National securlty one IS IECHN
The NHS and healthcare || NN B
Climate change [N ~ A

crime [N

Immigration | T

Social care and pensions || IGEI K EEGEE
Housing [T

The economy

ggrrnen:gn Source: More in Common, September 2024



The role of public opinion in discussion about

defence

The public want the ?overnment to listen
more to experts and less to the public on
national defense

For each of the same issues, please indicate whether you think the
government should be listening more to public ...

Unlike most other issues, the public are

more happy for the government to IISten .The government should be listening more to experts with specialist
to experts on national security than to t‘niwfedge

. . ot sure

listen to the general pUbI ic. In focus @ The government should be listening more to the public

groups, people struggle to say what they . .
National secirty roe I SN I

jchlnk thg governmgnt §hould do on most Climate chance - B
international security issues because they The economy N '
assume the government are privy to much Immigration INEIENEE " AN

. . Crime I NN
more intelligence zfmd generally trust that The NHS and healthcar I R R
the government will be able to make Social care and pensions [N I
better decisions. Housing IIEEEEEN " AN

gg g:r:'?n':gn Source: More in Common, September 2024



Remember that Reform are outliers

Median Conservative Median potential Median Reform UK
voter Conservative voter voter
Donald Trump: -45 approval rating -44 approval rating +19 approval rating
Ending support for -47% net oppose -34% net oppose +1% net support
Ukraine:
Support for British
intervention +8% net support +3% net support -22% net oppose
overseas:

On many foreign policy issues, Reform voters are directly opposed to both the
Conservative base, and the voters that Conservatives need to win over. Chasing the
more extreme Reform voters risks undermining the Conservatives’ credibility with the

wider public as a safe pair of hands on security issues



Global conflicts in focus



Support for Ukraine remains high

Two and a half years since Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, Britons’ support for
Ukraine has barely fallen, with the
majority still saying we should back
Ukraine until they have reclaimed their
territory, and only one in ten saying our
support for Ukraine should end now.

Support for backing Ukraine until they have
their territory back

And which of the following comes closest to your view?

The UK should support Ukraine until it has
won back all of the territory it had before
Russia invaded Crimea in 2014

The UK should support Ukraine until it has
pushed Russia back to where they stood
before Russia's invasion in February

The UK should support Ukraine for no more
than another 3 years

The UK should support Ukraine for no more
than another year

The UK should stop supporting Ukraine
now

Don't know

More in

Common Source: More in Common, September 2024



British people see the importance of Ukraine to the

UK

Seven in ten Britons say it is important to
to the UK that Ukraine defeats Russia -
and this is a cause that unites Progressive
Activists and Backbone Conservatives.

Disengaged Battlers are the only segment
where less than half see this as important
(more express no view rather than seeing
it as unimportant). Labour might be
tempted to chase the generally more
war-sceptical Disengaged Battler voters,
but this would open them up to easy
criticism from their new Loyal National
base, which the Conservatives would do
well to seize on.

Most see it as important to Britain that
Ukraine defeats Russia

Thinking about the war in Ukraine, how important is it for the UK that
Ukraine defeats the Russian Invasion?

@ Very important @ Somewhat important
Neither important nor unimportant @ Somewhat unimportant
@ Not at all important

Progressive Activists ““ E

Civic Pragmatists ““ II
Disengaged Battlers ““ nn
Established Liberals ““ I“

Loyal Nationals “m [E
Disengaged Traditionalists ““ n
Backbone Conservatives ““ Iﬂ
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Ukraine does not polarise Britain

Unlike the war in Israel and Gaza, the war
in Ukraine does not polarise Britons and
there is no mainstream pro-Russia
segment of the population. Farage’s
comments about the Ukraine war are part
of the reason the Reform Party seemed to
hit a ceiling in this year’s election
campaign.

The Ukraine war does not polarise Britons

Which side in the conflict between Ukraine and Russia do you sympathise
with more?

@ The Ukrainian side Both sides equally Neither side @ Notsure @ The Russian side
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Which side in the Israel-Palestine conflict do you sympathise with more?

@ The Israeli side Both sides equally Neitherside @ Notsure @ The Palestinian side
G2 .

More in Source: More in Common, September 2024
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Storm Shadow and NATO

Britons are comfortable with Ukraine using
British weapons in Russia

It should be up to Ukraine to decide how
they use the weapons Britain has provided

There is little resistance to the idea of It should be up to Britain to decide how

Ukraine use the weapons Britain has

Ukraine using British weapons to attack provided
Russia on Russian soil. Don't know

Similarly, the public overwhelmingly back
Ukraine joining NATO after the war - with His aceaptableforliedineita bemb taigeta
57% in support and 14% opposed

It's not acceptable for Ukraine to bomb
targets inside of Russia

Don't know

g ggr:'?rrzgn Source: More in Common, September 2024



When David Cameron was Prime Minister, he pursued
a close relationship with China, encouraging closer
trade and investment between the two countries. In
hindsight, do you think this was...

Don't know 21

And thinking about Taiwan, how important is it for the
UK that Taiwan remains independent of China?

Very important NET]
Somewhat important m

Neither important nor unimportant 16
Somewhat unimportant !
Very unimportant !
Don't know 26

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

The benefits of close trade with China
outweigh any national security threats

China - the security risks are too large

It is not worth pursuing close trade with -

Don't know 30

The public are aware of the risks
of a close relationship with China,

but uncertain and divided on what
to do about it.



Middle East

Most Britons have not taken a side in the Israel-
Palestine conflict

Which side in the Israel-Palestine conflict do you sympathise with more?

VieWS On IsraeI_PaIeStine have remained @ The Israeli side @ Both sides equally © Neither side @ Notsure @ The Palestinian side
remarkably stable in the year since cary Novernber 2023 || = IS
Hamas’' October 7 attacks. While there is pu— 7 | = TN 7 | |
a lot of noise in the UK about thg conflict, 1 B - | - |
most Britons have not taken a side and do e —
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not see their position on the conflict as

ri 1 ri —‘
part of their identity. They want to see Fertaost I [ 6 | 2 |
civilians protected and a robust stance wo [ = K
against terror. N | 5 BT s | 2 |
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Tomorrow'’s Events: Tuesday 1 October
10:30 What next for net zero? How to rebuild consensus on the
environment

13:30 Conservative comeback: Is there a path back to power by 20297
15:30 NIMBY or YIMBY: What lessons can be learned from the
Conservative record on housing’






